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CHAP: 1 
T he maner of chuſing a Speaker in 


Parliament. 


He day the Speaker is choſen, 
the Proceeding hath been in 
this maner : Some perſons 

|  (whenthegenerality of Mem- 
bers are come and ſit) doth put the Houſe 
in minde , That for their berter proceed- 
ings in the weighty Afﬀeirs they are come 
about , their Rei work is to appoint 2 
Speaker , and recommends to the Houſe 
ſome Perſon of fitneſs and ability for that 
Service and Digmty , which uſually hath 
been one of the long Robe. If the Houſe 
gy give a teſtimony of their appro» 
ation , two of the Members (which for 
the moſt part were of the Council or chief 
Officer of the Court) going to the Gen- 
tleman named, and agreed to be Speaker, 
take him from his Place and lead him un- 
to the Chair, where being ſet, they return 
to their places. 
' Tf more then one perſon be named for 
dpeaker, and it be doubtful who 1s more 
A 2 generally 


nerally choſen ; ſometimes one of the 

Members ſtanding'in his place, doth by 

dire&ion or leave of the Houſe , put a 
| Queſtion for determining the ſame. 

" | In the firſt Seſſion of the Parliament 


1* Zacobi, Sir Edward Phelips the Kings 
Serjeant at Law was firſt named by Mr. 
Secretary Herbert, as fit for that place, 
in regard of his knowledge of the Laws, 
"The gift of Utterance, his long experience 

and practice in Parliament , after ſome 
| ſilence, the ngmes of others were menti- 

| oned, but the more general Voice ran up- 

| on Sir Edward Phelips, who thereupon 

| ſtood up, and made a Speech to excuſe 

| and diſable himſelf ; but the Houſe, not- 
withſtanding his excuſe , was willing to 

proceed to a Queſtion , and direted the 

| Clerk, ſitting at the Board, (as the Order 
| is before the Speaker be choſen, ſo it is 

| entred in the Journal of that Seſlion) to 

| make the Queſtion upon his name : »:z. 

All that will have Sir Edward Phelips 
Speaker, ſay, Tea, &c. Which done, and 

5 | he being by general Acclamation choſen 
= | Speaker, he was by Sir ohn Herberr and 
| Sir Edward Stafford (leading him as the 
form is) placed in the Chair , the ancient 

Seat of Speakers : where being ſer, _ 

ome 
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ſome ſilence he ſtood up and made a gra- 
eulatory Speech of Form and Thanks. 

The firſt Buſineſs in the Houſe is ordi- 
narily to read a Bill that was not paſſed 
inthe laſt Parliament preceding, or ſome 
new Bill , as, in that of 1* Facobi, a new 
Bill, Entituled, Touching Common Recove= 
ries againſt Infants, was read. | 

But on that day before that was done, 
there was a Motion made for Priviledge 
of Sir Thomas Shirley , who was choſen a 
Member to ſerve in that Parliament, but 
detained by an Arreſt , upon which a Ha- 
beas corpus was awarded, and the Serjeant 
that arreſted him and his Yeoman ſent 
for, and a Committee for Eleions and 
Priviledges choſen. 
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CHAP. II. 
Decorum to be obſerved in the Houſe, 


V en the Speaker is ſet in his chair, 
every Member is to ſit in his place 
with his Head covered. 

No Member in coming into the Houſe, 
or in removing from his. place , is to pals 
between the Speaker and any Member 
then ſpeaking , nor may croſs or go over- 
thwart the Houſe, or paſs from one ſide 
to the other while che Houſe is ſitting. 

No Member is to come into the Houſe 
with his Head covered , nor to remove 
from one place to another with his Hat 
on, nor is to put on his Hat in coming in 
or removing, until he be fate down in his 
place. 

While the Houſe is ſitting , no man 
ought to ſpeak or whiſper to another, 
to the end the Houſe may not be inter- 
rupted when any are ſpeaking ; but every 
one is to attend unto what is ſpoken : In 
which Caſe, Penalties have beenimpoſed , 
as 4. Decem. 1640. and at other times. 

When any Member intends to ſpeak, 
he is to ſtand up in his place On, 

an 
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and addreſs himſelf 4, the Speaker , who 
uſually calls ſuch perſon by his name, that 
the Houſe may take notice who it is that 
ſpeaks. 

If more then one ſtand up at once, the 
Speaker is to determine who was firſt up, 
and he is to ſpeak,and the other ſit down, 
unleſs he who was firſt up ſit down again, 
and give way to the other , or that ſome 
other Member ſtand up and acquaint the 
Houſe, that another was up before him, 
whom the Speaker calls, and the Houſe 
adjudpgeit (o., 

While one is ſpeaking, none elſe 1s to 
ſtand up or interrupt him until he have 
done ſpeaking and be fate down, and then 
any other may riſe up and ſpeak, obſer- 
ving the Rules. 

21. ?4nii, 1604. It was agreed for an 
Order, That When Ar. Speaker deſires to 
ſpeak, he ought to be heard without inter- 
ruption, if the Houſe be ſilent and not in 
ai (pute. 

12. Facobis, Tt was vouched by Sir 
Daaley Diggs, (a perſon of much expert- 
ence in Parliaments)T hat when the Speaker 
ſtands up , the Member ſtanding up ought 
to fit down. 

27. April. 1604. Agreed for a Rule, 
A 4 T has 


(3) 
T hat if any Oueſtion be upon a Bill , the 
Speaker u to explain, but not to ſway the 
Houſe with Argument or Diſpute. 

Zune 4. 1604, Agreed for an Order, 
T hat whoſoever hilſeth or nn any 
man in his Speech , ſhall anſwer it at the 
Bar. 

7. Maii, 1607. Ordered upon the 
Queſtion, That iz going forth, no Man 
ſhould ſtir until Mr. Speaker do ariſe and 
go before , and then all the reſt to follow 
after him. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. IK 


S tanding Committees, 


N Parliament there have uſually been 

Five Standing Committees appointed 
in the beginning of the Parliament, and 
remaining during all the Seſſion; other 
Committees were made occaſionally, and 
diſſolved after the Buſineſs commitred 
unto them was reported. 


Priviledges & Eleftions. 
The Standing NRel:gion. 
Committees< Grievances. 
are for Conrts of Fuſtice. 
T rade. 


The Committees for Religion , Grie- 
vances and Courts of Juſtice, are always 
Grand Committees of the Houſe , which 
are to ſit in the Afternoons upon ſuch 
Days as the Houſe doth appoint to them 
reſpectively. 

The Committee for Trade hath ſome. 
times been a ſele&t Committee particular- 
ly named, and all ſuch Members as ſhould 
cometo it, to have Voices, as in Novem- 
ber, 1640. Sometimes a Grand Com- 


mitcee of the whole Houſe, as 21. /acobs. 
CHAP. 


— .  rT——_— 
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CHAP. 1V. 


. Power and proceedings of the Com+ 


mittce for Privileages. 


= the Committee for Priviledges 
AJ and Elections hath alway had the 
precedence of all other Committees, being 
commonly the firſt Committee appoint- 
ed, and ordinarily the firſt day after, or 
the ſame day the Speaker did take his 
place. 
This Committee is conſtituted of par- 
ticular Members named by the Houſe. 
21. Jacobs, Upon naming a Committee 
for Priviledges and Elections, a Motion 
was made, That all that come ſhould have 
Voices : but Sir Thomas Crew then Speak- 
er (and well verſed in Rules of Parlia- 
ment) minded the Houſe , That by the 
Orders of the Houſe, that was not to be 
done ; and by divers other Members ic 
was inſiſted on, to be contrary to all for- 
mer Preſidents, yet upon the Debate a 
Queſtion was put, Whether all that 
ſhould come ſhould have Voices at that 
Committee; and it paſſed in the Negative. 
And another Queſtion being put, Whe- 
ther 


( 11 
ther the perſons nominated onely ſhould 
be of thac Committee ; it was reſolved in 
the Aﬀirmative. 

It was then alſo agreed , That Conncil 
ſhould be admitted at that Committee. 

The Power anctently given to this Com- 
mittee,appears by theEntry in the Journal 
Book 26.Feb.1692.1n 39. El:z. That this 
Committee ſhonla, auring all that preſent 
ſtring of Parliament, examine ard make 
report of all ſuch Caſes tonching the Ele- 
Elons and Returns of any the Knights, Cr 
tizens, Burgeſſes and Barons of the Houſe. 
And alſo, of all ſuch Caſes for Privi- 
ledge, as in any Wiſe may occur or fall out 
auring all the ſame Seſſion of Parliament ; 
to the end, the Honſe upon Report of the 
ſame Examinations, might proceed to ſuch 
further Conrſe in every the ſame Caſes as 
ſhould be thought fit. 

And notice was given, That all the 
Members of the Houle might repair tht- 
ther as there ſhould be cauſe. 

This latter Power touching Priviledge 
ſeems to have been inſerted to prevent the 
Houſes being troubled with Informations, 
until-they were examined and ripe for a 
Determination. 

But in other Parliaments, both _ 
an 
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and ſince, that Power doth not appear to 
have been given them ſo abſolutely ; but 
matters of Priviledge were, upon Infor- 
mation to the Houſe, there heard,and not 
in a Committee , unleſs in ſome ſpecial 
Caſes, wherein there was cauſe of Exami- 
nation , or of ſome preparation of a 
Charge, as in the Caſe of Smaley, 23. 
Eliz, and many other Caſes. 

The Power of this Committee uſually 
w2s, asit is entred 6. Novemby. 1640. 
To examine and conſider all Oneſtions 
which ſhall grow and ariſe that Parliament 
about Elettions, Returns and other Privi- 
ledges. Or, asin the Parliament 1? 7acobz, 
thus: This Committee are to examine all 
matters queſtionable touching Priviledges 
and Returns , and to acquaiat the Houſe 
with their proceedings from time to time, 
Jo, as Order may be taken accoraing to the 
occaſion, and agreeable with ancient Cuſtom 
and Prefident. 

And to the end theſe Queſtions might 
be ſpeedily determined , and the Houſe 
might know their Members, Days are uſu- 
ally aſligned, beyond which there ſhall be 
no queſtioning a former Election. 

So in the Parliament of 21. /acob;, the 


ſecond day of ſitting, lt was Ordered, har 
all 
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(13) 
all Petitions about Elettions and Retwrns, 
ſhould be preferred to the Committee of 
Priviledges within a Fortnight from that 
Day,or elſe to be ſilenced for that Seſ5ion. 

I6. April. 1640. Ordered , That thoſe 
who Would queſtion Elettions, ſhould do it 
within T en days by Petition. 

6. Novembr. 1640. Ordered, That all 
{ach as will queſtion Eleflions now retur = 
ed, ſhould do it in Fourteen days, and (0 
within Fourteen days after any new 
Retwrn. 

Some queſtions have been, where there 
have been double Indentures returned for 
ſeveral perſons for the ſame place , whe- 
ther all or any, or which of them ſhould 
fit. 

The general rule and practice hath been 
in ſuch caſe , That neither one nor other 
ſhould fit in the Houſe , until it were ei- 
ther decided or Ordered by the Houle : 
Therefore in Apri/ 1640. the Lord High 
Steward, who had power by himſelf or 
his Deputies, to miniſter the Oathes of 
Supremacy and Allegiance to all Members 
returned, before they fate in the Houſe, 
gave Order, That where there were more 
returned for any one place then oughtto 
be, there ſhould be none of them ſworn 
till 


——————— 


r | 
till it were decided by the Houſe who 
were duly Eleted. But that which may 
farisfie herein is, the Order of the Houſe 
in that Parliament , Thar if any ſit in the 
Houſe, that are returned by more Inden- 
tures then uſual, they ſhould withdraw 
till che Committee for Priviledges had 
further Ordered. 

In the Parliament begun Apri/, 1640. 
and November , 1640. It was moved, 
That where ſome are returned by the 
Sheriff or ſuch other Officer , as in Law 
bath power to Return, and others by pri- 
vate hands ; therefore thoſe returned by 
the Sheriff or ſuch Officer ſhould; ſic till 
the Election be quaſhed by the Houſe. 

But nothing was Ordered upon it. 

24. Febr. 1623. Sir Frances Popham 
being returned a Burgeſs for Chippenham 
by one Indenture, and another perſon re- 
turned for the ſame place by another In- 
denture ; it was moved he might be admit- 
ted into the Houſe till the matter were de- 
termined againſt him,and a Preſident quo- {| 
ted in Sir Thomas Wentworth's Cale the 
laſt preceding Parliament, But it was then 
inſiſted on by the Chancellor of the Dut- 
chy and others, That this being a Caſe of 
a double Return, he was not to be ad- 

| mitted, 


I5 
mitted, and fo it was referred to the 
Committee for Priviledges. His Caſe be- 
ing reported g. April.he was judged to be 
duly Elected. 

21. Facobi, Two Indentures were re- 
rurned for Southwark, the one returned 
Tarrow and Mingy, the other Tarrowand 
Bromfield , upon a Report from the Com- 
mittee for EleQions,it was reſolved, That 
the Eleftion and Return for Tarrow 
ſhould ſtand good, and that he ſhould fir 
in the Houſe. 

22. Marti 21. Jacobi, The Houſe was 
acquainted that Sir Fohn Fackson and 


| Sir Tho: Beaumont were both returned for 
| one Burgeſles place for Pomfrer; and 


therefore it was moved, That both mighr 
be ſuſpended till it were determined : Mr. 
Glanvill made anſwer to that Motion, 
That he that was returned might fit in 
the Houſe until it were determined , which 
being contradicted by others, and much 
Diſpute on both ſides, it was laſtly urged 
by Sir Robert Phelips, That there was not 
any Preſident for it, and therefore moved 
the Committee might take the Ele&tion 
into conſideration to morrow,and that in 
the mean time the parties might forbear 
to come into the Houle : which was Or- 
dered accordingly. 4. Ne- 


——— x — 7 ——— 


— % 
LEE II” no ym is > ES" ng gn J_ 


- ><p— ES WS ee = _ 
—_— IR > a 
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4. Novem. 1640. Upon a Report from 
the Committee for Priviledges , That ſe- 
veral Indentures were returned for Bur- 
geſles for the Burrough of Boſſinny in the 
County of Cornwal,the one by the Major 
of the Town , the other promiſcuouſly : 
The Committee were of opinion upon 
view of the bare Indenture , That Sir Ch: 
Harbord, who was returned by the Major 
was well returned ; but the Houſe decla- 
red he ſhould rot fit till the Ele&ion 
were decided. 

In the. ſame Parliament, two Returns 
were made for Marlo Magna, in both 
Indentures 7ob# Burlace Eſq, was return- 
ed, therefore, upon Report from the 
Committee, he was admitted to fit , but 
the other to forbear till the Queſtion be 
determined. 

17. April. 19. Iacebs, It was Ordered, 
That no Petition ſhould be received by 4 


Committee , but openly at the Committee, 


and read at the Committee before the party 


go that preferred it ; and the parties name 


that preferred it be ſubſcribed. 

In the Parliament in 21. [acobs, upon a 
Report made from the Committee for 
EleRions and Priviledges , praying the 
dire&tion of the Houſe, whether Affidavits 
might 
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| Reſolved, That all Aﬀidgvits ro be 5 
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might be made uſe of at that Committee. 
Theſe Reaſons being inſiffed upon,thar 
Afﬀidavits ſhould not be admitted. 

I. Becauſe .it makes the Paxkament 


| lame without the Chancery. 


2. It entituleth the Chancery to jud 
of Returns. & | & $ 

3. Afﬀidavits are oftentimes cautelouſ- 
ly made by Council or Parties. | 

4. Witneſfes produced Viva voce, by 
Words, A@ions, Geſtnres,, 'or - the like, 
may diſcover much , whereby the Com- 
mittee may-judge. BUN s | 

It was likewiſe informed by Sir Eq 
ward Coke late Lord chief Juſtice , That 
in the Parliament when he was Speaker, 
which was 35. Eliz. Aﬀdavits were not 
uſed, nor ſince until of late. 

5.Though the Committee examine not 
on Oath , yer they may puniſh any rhar 
ſhall teſtifie untruly, of which an inſtance 
was given in the laſt preceding Parlia» 
ment in the Caſe of one Damport ; It was 


in any Court concerning Eleftions, Re 
mrny, or any thing depending thereupon, 
ſhould be rejefted, and not hereafter to be 


| uſed. 
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CHAP. V, 


Members choſen in ſeveral places. 


ſon is choſen and returned to ſerve for 
ſeveral places, it is in his EleRtion to make 
his choice in the Houſe in his own perſon 


Þ falling out ordinarily, that one per- 


' for what place he will ſexve,and waive the | 


other Ele&ion, ſo as a Writ may go out 
for a new EleQion for ſuch place waived, 
that the number may be full; - but if he 
ſhall not doit by the time which the 
Houſe ſhall appoint, then it hath been 
ſaid, the Houle will appoint for what 

lace ſuch perſon ſhall continue a Mem- 

er, and that Writs may go out for the 
other places : but Pere whether it hath 
been done, 

Oftentimes on the Firſt day of the 
meeting of the Houſe, as ſoon as the 
Speaker hath been approved , and ſome- 
times before, ſuch perſons as have been ſo 
doubly returned have made their choice. 

In the firſt Seſſion of Parliament 1* /4- 
cob;, the ſame day Sir Edward Phelips was 


choſen Speaker (before he was preſented 


to the King) he ſigned a Warrant as 
Speaker, 
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Speaker , by command of the Houſe, for 
Election of another perſon in the place of 
Sir Francs Bacon being choſen in two 
places. And in the ſame Seflion, the ſame 
day after the Speaker had taken his place, 
divers Menibers who were ſeverally #&& 
turned, as eleRed in ſeveral places, made 
their choice for what . places they would 
ſtand, and new Writs ordered. -. . 

The Parliament beginning the 13. April, 
1640, and the Speaker being preſented 
the 15*, upon the 16® da; Tocts made 
their choice upon ſuch double Returns. 

The Parliament beginning 3. Novepwb. 
1640. Upon a long Debate for granting 
time for Ele&ions on double Returns of 
this nature, It was reſolved, That all ſuch 
as are doubly returned ſhall make their 
choice for which place they will ſerve on 


1 Monday next. 


9. Marti 21. Tacobs, Reſolved , That 


1 all Members of this Houſe doubly returned, 


ſhall make their Eleftions for which they 
will ſerve, and that thoſe in the Houſe ſhall 
ao ut preſently , or elſe new Writs to iſſue 


| for both. 


B 2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 


New Writs for Vacant Places. 


General Order hath uſually been 
made in the beginning of the Seſ- 
ſion, to authorize the Speaker to pive 
Warrant fo new. Writs, in caſe of Death 
of any Member, or of double Returns, 
where the party makes his choice openly 
in. the Houſe dqring that Sefſon; *ſo ir 
was Ordered in the beginning of the Par- 
liaments 18. Tac. and 21, Iacobi. 7 | 

Where ſueh general Order, . is not 
made, Writs have iſſued by Warrant of 
the Speaker, by virtue of ſp: 


pecial Order, 
upon Motion inthe Houſe. , 
This Warrant is to he direRted to the 
Clerk of the Commonwealth (then called 
the Clerk of the Crown) in Chancery, by 
Order of Parliament 13. Novem, 1601. 


(21) 


CHAP. Wh 


Rules and Method of Debates 
in the Howſt. | 


V en a Motion hath been made, 

the ſame may not be put to the 
Queſtion until it be debated , or at leaft 
have been ſeconded and profecuted by ofic 
or more perſons ſtanding up in their pla- 
ces as aforeſaid , and then the fame may 
be put to the Queſtion, if the Queſtion 
be called for by the Houſe, . or their ge- 
nera} Senfe be known, which the Speaker 
is to demand , unleſs any Member ſtand 
up to ſpeak. 

When a Motion hath been made, that 
Matter muft receive a derermination by a 
Queſtion, or be laid afide by the genetdl 
Senſe of the Houſe before another be er- 
tertained. An inſtance is in the Journal 
28. Tune, 1604. A Motion beinng made, 
another interpoſed a Speech tending to 
another Buſineſs : but it was anſwered, 
T hat there was no Preſident foy that Speech 
ro be uſed before the other Menon , which 
was made before, had recejvod an Anſwer 
and an tnd. And the Houſer dial:accord- 
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22 
ingly determine ct firſt Motion in the 
firſt place. 

4. Decemb. 164.0. Ordered, That till 
the Buſineſs in agitation be ended, no new 
Motion of any new Matter ſhall be made 
Without leave of the Hogſe. 

If the Matter moved do receive a De- 
bate pro & contra, in that Debate none 
may ſpeak more then once to the Matter: 
And after ſome time ſpent in the Debate, 
the Speaker colleQing the Senſe of the 
Houſe upon the Debate, is to reduce the 
ſame into a Queſtion, which he is to pro- 


pound, to the end, the Houſe in their *' 
Debate afterwards may be kept to the | 


Matter of that Queſtion, if the ſame be 
approved by the Houſe to. contain the 


ſubſtance of the former Debate. 


After ſuch Queſtion is propounded,any | 


Member may - offer his Reaſons againſt 
that Queſtion in whole or in part , which 
may be laid aſide by a general conſent of 
the Houſe without a Queſtion put. 


But without fuch general conſent, no | 


part of the Queſtion propounded may be | 


laid aſide or omitted ; and although the | 


general Debates run againſt it, yet if any 


Member, before the Queſtion be put with- 


ont that part , ſtand up and deſire that 


ſuch 
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ſuch Words or Ga may ſtand in the 
Queſtion , before the main Queſtion is 
put ; a Queſtion is to be put, Whether 
choſe Words or ſuch Clauſe ſhall ſtandin 
the Queſtion. _ 

The like Method is obſerved , where 
any other Alteration is debated upon, to 
be madein a Queſtion propounded , but 
upon yay a Queſtion for ſuch Addi- 
tion, Alteration or Omiſlion, any perſon 
who hath formerly ſpoken to the Matter 
of the Queſtion, may ſpeak again to ſhew 
his Reaſons for, or againſt ſuch Alcerati- 
on, Addition or Onuſtion , before ſuch 
Queſtion be pur. 

When the Speaker (the Houſe calling 
for a Queſtion) is putting the ſame , any 
Member that hath not before ſpoken to 
the matter, may ſtand up before the Ne- 
gative be put. 

13. 74nis, 1604. A Bill touching a 
Subſidy of Tonnage and Poundage having 
been formerly upon a third Reading re- 


; committed, was returned; Anda Proviſo 
| beingtendred for Cheſter, which was twice 
| read, the Queſtion was put for Commit. 


ment in the Afirmartive : but before the 
Negative was put, one ſtood up and ſpake 
to it, which was admitted for Orderly, 

B 4 becauſe 


GK — 

becauſe it isno full Queſtion without the 
Negative part be put as well as the Af 
firmative, 

Every Queſtion is to be pur firſt in the 
Affirmative : viz. As many as are of opini- 
on that (repeating the Words of the Que- 
ſtion) /ay, Tea. And then the Negative 
thus : As many 4s are of another ; "1 
ſay, No. To = Lek Queltion every Mem- 
ber ought to give his Vote one way or 
other, and the Speaker is to declare his 
opinion, whether the Tea's or the N0's 
have it, which is to ſtand as the Judge- 
ment of the Houſe, But if any Member 
before any new Motion made, ſhall ſtand 
up and Declare, That he doth believe the 
Tea's, or No's ® the Caſe ſhall be) have 
it, contrary to the Speakers opinion, then 
the Speaker is to give direction for the 
Houſe to divide, | p62 whether the 
Yea's or the No's are to go forth. 

Upon the dividing of the Houſe, thoſe 
ate to go forth who are for varying from, 
or againſt the conſtant Orders of the 
Houſe, (as that a Queſtion ſhall not be 
put, or nat be now put,it being the courle 
of the Houſe, that. after a Debate the 
ſame ſhould be determined by a Queſtion 
or the like) or againſt any Poſitive Order 
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fu 4 wo 


A A - A AN 


Q * 


QA © 


_- 


Ee 


25) 
made by the Houſe,or for the paſling any 
new thing, as reading a Petition or Bill, 
and Committing, Ingroſling, or paſling 


! ſuch Bill, or the like. 


10. Decembr. 16409. An Order bein 
made the 9g. Day, That the Houle ſhoul 
be Reſolved into a Grand Committee the 
next Day, for Debating the way of rai» 
ſing Money ; Upon the 10. Day a Que» 
{tion was upon Debate put, whether the 
Houſe ſhould be reſolved into a Grand 
Committee ; upon which the Houſe was 
divided, and a Doubt moved which were 
to go forth. It was declared for a cor- 
{tant Rule, Thoſe that give their Votes for 
Preſervation of the Orders of the Howſe 
ſhould ſtay in, and thoſe who give their 
Votes otherwiſe , to the introducing any 
new Matter, or for any Alteration, foonld 


go forth. 


24. Martii, 21. Iacobi, Upon —_— 
from the Committee for Priviledpes , 
Queſtion was put, That Sir T bo; Holland 
and Sir /ohn Corbet were welt Elected 
Knights for Norfo/k, The Houle was divi- 
| ded,and a Conteſt which ſhould go forth, 


| It was over-ruled by the Houſe the Ne's 
| ſhould g0 torth. 


Which is allo the courſe upon any 
Que- 


(26) 
Queſtion to agree with a Report in favor 
of the Opinion of a Commitcee. 

Upon dividing the Houſe , the Speaker 
is to nominate two of thoſe that are in the 
Affirmative, and two of the Negatives, 
to count the Houſe ; which four (each of 
them having a Staff in his hand) are to 
count the number of the Perſons who re- 
main ſitting in the Houſe, and then to 
ſtand within the Door, two on the one 
fide and two on the other , and to count 
the Number of them who went forth as 
they come in. 

While the Houſe is thus divided or di- 
viding , no Member may ſpeak, nor (un- 
leſs it beto go forth upon the Diviſion) 
remove out of his place. 

When the Houle ts thus told, thoſe two 
of the Tellers who are of the number of 
thoſe who have the major Votes, ſtand- 
ing on the right hand,and the two others 
on the left at the Bar , (the reſt being all 
ſet in their places) are to come from 
thence up to the Table together, (making 
the uſual Obeyſance to the Houle three 
times ; once at the Bar, again in the mid- | 
dle of the Houſe, and again when they are | 
come to the Table) And that perſon who * 
ſtands on the right hand, is to declare - | 
the | 


(27) 
the Speaker the number of the Tea': (who 
ſate or went out as the Caſeis) and of the 
No's : and then with like reverence to 
depart into their places , after which, Mr. 
Speaker is to report the ſame to the 
Houſe. 

If the Afﬀirmatives have the major 
Votes by the judgement of the Speaker, 
or (in caſe of divition) upon the diviſion, 
the Clerk is to enter the Vote, Reſolved. 
If the Negarives , then he is to enter it 
thus , The Queſtion being pur _ 
down the Words of the Queſtion) Ir pa 
ſed in the Negative. | 

Upon the diviſion, if the Members ap- 
pear to. be equal , then the Speaker is to 
declare his Vote , whether he be a Tea or * 
a No, which in this Caſe is the caſting 
Voice ; but in other Caſes, the Speaker 
vives no Vote, 

1, Maii, 1606. A Queſtion was mo- 
ved, whether a Man ſaying Tea, might 
afterwards ſit and change his Opinion, 
and a Prefident was remembred by Mr. 
Speaker ( Sir Edward Phelips ) of Mr. 
Morris Attorney of the Wards, in 39. 


{ Elizaþ. that in like Caſe changed his 
/ Opinion. 


If upon a Debate it be much contro- 
verted, 


(28) 
verted, and much be ſaid againſt the Que- 


ſton, any Member may move, That the | 


Quettion may be firſt made, whether that 


Queſtion ſhall be put, or whether it ſhall | 


be now put ; which uſually is admitted at 
the inſtance of any Member, eſpecially if 
it be ſeconded and infiſted on; and ifthar 
Queſtion being pur, it paſs in the Aﬀirma-» 
tive; then che main! Queſtion is to be pur 
immediately, and no man may ſpeak any 
thing further to it, either to add or alter : 
But before the Queſtion , whether the 
Queſtion ſhall be put, any perſon who 
hath not formerly ſpoken to the main 
Queſtion hath liberty to ſpeak for it, or 
againſt it ; becauſe elſe he: ſhall. be pre- 
cluded from ſpeaking at all to ir. 

If in a Debate, there ariſe more Que- 
ſtions then one , and it be controverted 
which Queſtion ſhould be firſt put ; the 
Queſtion firſt moved and ſeconded is re- 
gularly to be firſt put , unleſsit be laid 
alide by general conſent. If the , firſt 
Queſtion be inſiſted upon to be pur, and 
the inajor part ſeen againſt it, the Queſtt- 
on1s to be , Whether that Queſtion ſhall 
be now put ; if that paſs in the Negative, 
then the other Queſtion may be pur if 
defired : nevertheleſs, any perſon may 
| ſpeak 


= tO it again before it be put. If in 


5 


e Affirmarive, then it is co be put with- 


! out any addition or alteracion as before : 


And after that Queſtion ;s put, if any 


{ Member move to have the other Queſtt- 


on put, every one hath leave to ſpeak to 
it again as if it were a new Queſtion, 

It a Matter be received unto Debate, 
and a Queſtion grow, whether the Houſe 
ſha/l proceed in that Debate at this time, 
and it fall out that the Houſe be. divided'; 
in ſuch Caſe the No's are to go forth , "ir 
being contrary to the courſe ofthe Houle, 
that any buſineſs ſhoyld be laid afide till 
it be determined by a Queſtion: If the 
Queipn be for - an adjournment of a 
Debate, the Tea's are to go forth upon 
the ſame reaſon. 

After a Queſtion is propounded , no 
man may ſpeak more then once to the 
Matter , but having ſpoken tothe Matter, 
when the Queſtion comes to be pur, he 
may ſpeak to the Maner or Words of the 
Queſtion, keeping himſelf ro that gpely, 
and not ravelling into the Merits of it. 

If a Queſtion upon a Debate contain 
more parts then one, and Members ſeem 
to be for one part and not for the other, 


| it may be moved that the ſame may be 


divided 


divided into two or more Queſtions : as, 
2. Decembry. 1640. The Debate having 
been, whether the Eleftion of two 
Logs for the County of #/arwick were 
void ; a Queſtion was put, whether it 
ſhould be two Queſtions : and that being 
Reſolved in the Affirmative, the Queſti- 
ons were put ſeverally, upon the Election 
of the one firſt, and then of the other. 
No' Member in his Diſcourſe in the 
Honſe' may mention the name of any 
other Member then preſent , bur to de- 


Fribe him -by his Title or Addition 4 as, | 


that Noble Lord, Worthy Kx:ght ; or by 
his Office, as, 7#ape, Scrjeant, Gentleman 
of the Jong or ſhort Robe; or by his 
Place, as, the Gentleman near che Chair, 
near the Bar, on the other fide; or thus, 
rhe Gentleman that ſpake laſt, or lait fave 
one, or the like. 

During any Debate, any Member 
though he have ſpoken to the Matter, 
may riſe up and ſpeak to the Orders of 
the Houſe, if they be tranſprefled, in caſe 
the Speaker do not ; but if the Speaker 
ſtand up, he 1s firſt ro be heard, and when 
he ſtands up, the other muſt ſit down till 
the Speaker ſit down. Burt if any perſon 
riſe up to ſpeak to the Orders of the 


» 

- 
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Houſe | 
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Houſe in the nidh of a Debate, he muſt 
keep within that Line,and nor fall into the 
Matter it ſelf, if he do, he may be raken 
down by the Speaker, or any other Mem- 
ber, calling co the Orders of the Houſe. 

Whiles a Member is ſpeaking to a De» 
bate or Queſtion, he is to be heard out 
and not taken down, unleſs by Mr. Speak- 
er, in ſuch Caſes as you finde therein ex- 
preſſed, or that he ſpeak of ſuch Matter 
as the Houſe doth not think fit to 
admit. 


24- Januar. 23. Eliz. Upon a Debate 


| in the Houſe, Mr. Carleton, endeavoring 


to ſpeak contrary to the Senſe of the 
Houſe, was interrupted ; and- afterwards 
offering to ſpeak again, ſaying with ſome 
repetition, That it was for the liberty of 
the Houſe, the Speaker and the Houſe did 
ſtay. him. 

April 1604. Agreed for a Rule of the 
Houſe, He that digreſſeth from the Matter 
to fall upon the Perſon, ought ro be ſuppreſ< 
ſed by the Speaker. 

17. April 1604. Agreed for a general 
Rule, If any ſuperfluous Motion or tedious 
Speech be offered in the Houſe, the party us 


| tobe diretted and ordered by the Speaker. 


2. Maii 1610. A Member ſpeaking, 
and 


32) 
and bis Speech ſeeming impertinent , and 
there being much Hulling and Spitcing 
It was conceived for a Rule, That Mr. 
Speaker may ſtay impertinent Speeches, 

18, Mai 1604. It was Reſolved, That 
eight ingroſled Bills ſhould be read the 
next day balf an hour after eight : The 
next day about that time , a Member en- 
tring into a long diſcourſe |De mera fide 
& /ola fide, &c. was intetrupted, and the 
Queſtion offered, whether be ſhould go 
on in reſpect of the Order. But it. was 
agreed for aRule , If any man: ſpeak. vor 
to the Matter in Dueſtion, the Speaker is 
fo moarrate. 

14. April, 1604. In a Matter formerly 
propoſed, touching the abuſe. of the Pur» 
veyors, it was argued , Whether it were | 
ficrelt ro proceed by way of Petition to 
the King or by Bill : which was ſpoken to 
by Mr. Marten, Mr, Hockins and others, 
and laſtly by Sir Henry Fenkin, who was 
SET to miſtake the Queſtion , and 
therefore (to prevent the idle expence of | 
time )- was jfhterrupted by Mr. Speaker, 
#nd thereupon a Rule conceived, That 
if any: an ſpeak impertinently or be- 
fedes the- Durſt ion in hand, it ſtands with 


the Orders of the Houſe for My. Speaker | 


Fg 
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to interrupt him, and to know the pleaſurt” 
of the Hoſe , Whether rhey will further” 


hear them. | | 

A Matter upon Debate having-been 
once finally determined by 4'Queſtion, 
ought not to þe' abgin "brought "ro 
diſpute, SATLg! UROL: SOI8 Ls AR 

27. Marti; 604. Sit 'Edward' Coke® 
Attorney-General ;- and - DoGor ''Hoxe 
bring a Meſſage fromthe Ilords; deſiring! 
a Conference about the Caſe of Sir' Fran 
cis Goodwyn : Upon' this Meſſage tt was' 
argued, That now the Judgement having 
paſſed the Houſe, it could not nor oughc 
to be reverſed by them ; and upon the 
Queſtionit was Reſolved , There ſhould 
be no Conference. 

In ſapientum decretu non eſt litura. 

2: April. 1604. A Vote having paſſed 
ſome days paſt; That no Conference 
ſhould be admitted with the Lords, the 
ſame Queſtion was again moved, but was 
carried in the Negative : And it was then 


' | urged for a Rule, That a Queſtion being 


once made and carried in the Affirmative : 

or Negative, cannot be queſtioned again, 

but mult ſtand as the Judgement of the ; 
Houſe. 

In the Anſwer of the Commons " 

C 0 
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| (34) 
of Parliament to King James bis Obje&i. 
ogsin- Sir Francis Goodwyn s Cafe, 3. 4 
pril. 1604. The Objedtion being thar 
they refuſe Conference with-the Lords, | 
_TheAnjwer 1s in, thele; words , Con-. | 
cerning our, refuſing.Conference with the 
Lords, there was none deſired until. after. 
our Sentence paſſed; andthen we thought 
that-in a Matter private. t& our own 
Houle, which hy: Rules of Ordex might not 
bs by ns revoked , we might without any 
imputation retuſe to confer. 


We” 
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CHAP. VIIL 


© Grand Committees, and their maner 
of Proceedings. 


Grand Committee conſiſts of as 

many Members, at leaſt, as conſti- 
tute the Houſe, (leſs may not fit or at 
as & Committee) who have general Pow« 
ers to conſider of any Matters touching 
the ſubject Matter-refefred, and to pre« 
ſent their Opinions therein to the Houſe, 
the better to prepare Mattets of that 
nature, or Bitls therein, for the Houſe 's 
which may better be prepared, by the li- 
berty that every Member hath in a Grend 
Committee, 4s well as in 6ther Commits 
rees, tO ſpeak more then once to the ſane 
Buſineſs, (ifthere be cauſe) which is not 
permitted in the Houſe. 

But Grand- Committees have their 


| Powers and Rules, inothe? Circumftan- 
| ces, given tliem it! expreſs words by the 


Houſe ; as, to ſend for Witneſſes, to hear 
Council, or aftipgn them on either part, 
to ſend for Records ; which a pears by 
ſeveral Motions tnade in the Parliament 
21; \ Pacobi, Sir m—_— ELD a" 
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36 
of much Experience / the Courſe and 
Orders of Parliament) moved the Houſe 
from the Grand Committee for Courts 
of Juſtice, that-they might have Power in 
the particulars aforeſaid. 

8. Martiiand 13. Martis in the ſame 
Parliament, upon report from the Com- 
mittee for Trade , ( which then was'a 
Grand Committee) the Houſe was moved 
for their Order to the Merchants Adven- 
turers to bring in their Patents, and that 
the Inventor of the pretermitted Cuſtoms 
ſhould attend the Committee. | 

15. Mais 22. Facobs, Upon Complaint 
from the Grand Committee for Grievan- 
ces, that they had ſent ſeveral Warrants 
for divers. perſons to bring in their Pa- 
tents , which. they had not done, the 
Houſe Ordered che Serjeant at Arms to be 
ſent for them, | | 

When any great Buſineſs is in agitati- 
on that requires much. Debate, or a'Bill 
for a Publique Tax is to be committed, 
the Houſe Joh uſe to reſolye it ſelf into a 
Grand Committee of the: whole Houſe ; 


which is doge by a Queſtion, and then che | 


Speaker leaves his Chair ; and thereupon 
the Comer (which muſt confiſt of as 
great a number as conſtitutes a Houle, as 


. 
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| (37) 
is before declared ) makes choice of a 
Chair-man; in which caſe , if more then 
one be generally called ro the Chair, any 
Member may ſtand up, and by conſent of 


. the Committee, put a Queſtion for one of 


thoſe named to be the Chair-man. 

19* Facobi, A diſpute being in the Com- 
mittee, which of two Members named 
ſhould go to the Chair , the Speaker was 
called to his Chair, and put the Queſtion, 
That Sir Edward Coke (who was one of 
the perſons named) ſhould take the 
Chair , and then the Speaker left his 
Chair. 

The Chair-man of the Grand Com- 
mittee 1s to fir in the Clerks place at the 
Table, and to write the Votes of the 
Committee. n , 

If upon putting a Queſtion, the Chair- 
man ( The is tO redo the Voices)have 
delivered his opinion that the Yea's have 
it, and any Member ſtand up and fay, He 
believes the Nos have it, (or contrari- 
wiſe) the Committee is ro divide within 
the Houſe , the Chair-man direRing the 
Tea's to goto that fide of the Houſe that 
is on the one hand , and the No's to the 
other (ide, and then he is to appoint one 
of each to count the numbers and report 

C 3 them ; 
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them ; which is to be done in the ſame 
order as in the Houſe , ſaving that the 
Obeyſance is onely twice in the Commit- 
tee, thrice in the Houſe ; if the numbers 
be equal, the Chair-man hath a caſting 
Voice, otherwiſe he hath no Vote inthe 
Committee, Ii 

When the Committee hath gone 
through the Matter referred to them, the 
Chair-man having read all the Yotes, is to 
put the Queſtion, that the ſame be res» 
poems to the Houſe ; If that be reſolved, 

els to leave the Chair, and the Speaker 
being again called to the Chair, (or at the 
next ſitting of the Houſe,if it be then ad» 
journed) the Chair-man is to report what 
hath been reſolved at the Committee, 
ſtanding in his uſual place , from whence 
(if it be not in the ſear next the Floor) he 
1s to godownto the Bar, and ſo to bring 
up his Report to the Table, 

If the Committee cannot perfect the 
Buſineſs at that ſitting, they may not ad- 
Jjourn as other Committees ; but a Que- 
ſtion is to þe made for reporting to the 
Houſe, and that leave be asked, that the 
Committee may fit at another time on 
that Buſineſs, 

But if, as ſometimes it falls out, the 
Matter 


- 
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| Committce bindeth, 
: by themſelves. 


| be veporte 
: ed, but ngt every thing ſpoken or debated 
: at a Committee. 


(39) 
Matter hath received a full Debate in the 


| Committee, and itjs 'judped fit to be re- 


ſolved in the Houſe, the Speaker is again 


| called to the Chair for that purpoſe. 


In other things then as aforeſaid, the 
Rules of Proceedings are to be the ſame 


| a5 ein the Hope. 


4 7wnii, 1607, agreed for a Rule. __ 
I. Every Oweſtion wpon the Faices of 4 


cannot be altered 


2. Every thing direfted aud agreed to 
d, ewght ro be accordingly reports 


28” 7:115,1641.Declared by the Houſe, 


: T bat ne Committee ought by Vote to deter» 
:* mine the Right or Property of the Subje&, 
| Without firſt acquainting the Houſe there» 
with. 


6* Aug. 1641, Reſolved, That no Vote 


| paſt at «Committee , and not reported mov 


confirmed by the Honſe, ſhall be any Rule or 
Direttion for any Comrt of Fuftice in Welt» 


| minſter-Hall fo ground any Proceedings 
| thereon, 


C 4 CHAP. 
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(40) 
CHAP. IX. 


Publique Bills, and maner of Pro. 
ceeding on them, 


' "A Ny Member of the Houſe may offer 
a Bill for Publique Good, except it 
be for impoſing a Tax z which is not to 
be done. but by Order of the Houſe 
firſt had. 

But if any Member deſire, That an Act 
made and in force, may be repealed or al- 
tered, he is firſt to move the Houſe in it, 
and have their reſolution, before any Bill 
to that purpoſe may be offered, and if 
upon the Reaſons - Bunetry for repealing 
or altering ſuch Law-, the Houſe ſhall 
think it fir, they do uſually appoint one 
or more of the Members to bring in a Bill 
for that purpoſe. In the. beginning of 
every Parliament, ſome perſons have been 
appointed to conſider of ſuch Laws as had 
continuance to the preſent Sefſion , whe- 
ther they were fit ro be continued or de- 
termined; asalſo of former Statutes re- 
pealed or diſcontinued, whether fit to be 
revived, and what are fit to be repealed. 

19% April. 1604. Mr. Serjeant Sing 

move 


att Eid 
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(41) | 
| moved for ſome tourlſe to be entred into 
! for continuance of Statutes, and offered 
* ſomething in writing to that end, but the 
{ Houſe thought fir a Bill for continuance 
ſhould not be brought in by any but the 

Committee for that purpoſe , which holds 

a fortiori in repealing Statutes. 

{ A PrivateBill that concerns a particu» 
| lar perſon, is not to be offered to the . 

Houſe till the leave of the Houſe be deſi- 

red, and the ſubſtance of ſuch Bill made 

known , either by Motion or Petition : 

nevertheleſs, the Speaker hath had liberty 

ro call for a private Bill to be read every 

| morning ; and uſually the morning is 

ſpent in the firſt reading of Bills until the 
Houſe grow full. 

If any Publique Bill be tendred,the per- 
ſon who tenders the Bill muſt firſt open 
the matter of the Bill to the Houſe, and 
offer the Reaſons for the admitting there- 
| of; andthereupon, che Houſe will either 
| admit or deny it. 

[f a Bill be admitted to be read, the 
ſame is to be preſented fairly written, 
without any razure or — 
ther with a Breviate of the Heads of the 
{ Bill; and unleſs it be fo tendred, the 


Speaker may refuſe it. | 
When. | 


—  ——_ — — << 
# 


_ 


time, the Clerk is to deliver the ſame to 
the Speaker ; who ſtanding up uncovered, 
(whereas otherwiſe he ſits with his hat 
on) and holding rhe Bill in his hand , is 
ro open the ſame , firſt reading the Title 
thereof, and after he hath done, declares 
this to. be the firſt reading of ſuch Bill ; 
and until the Bill be opened, no Member 
may ſpeak to it. 

ter the firſt reading ofa Bill, and the 


| 
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ſame opened,no man regularly may {peak | 


roit, until it hath been the ſecond time | 
read, unleſs he ſpeak to caſt ir out, in | 
which caſe any other may ſpeak for the | 


retaining thereof ; Nevertheleſs, it is not 
without Preſident , That upon the firſt 
reading of a Bill, Debates have been up- 
on it proand contrg , eſpecially when the 
Houſe hath generally dilliked the Bill ; 
and in caſe, after Debate, the Houſe do 
call to the Queſtion, and the Senſe of the 
Houſe therein be doubtful, the firſt Que- 
ſtion is to be put (not whether the Bill 
ſhall be read the ſecond time, for fo ir 
ought to be in ordinary courſe without a 


Queſtion, if nothing be ſaid againſt ir, | 


but) whether the Bill ſhall be rejected, If 
it paſs in the Aﬀirmative, the Clerk _ 
the 


| (42) 
When a Bill hath been read the firſt | 
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{| | the ſamein his Journal, and alſo endorſes 


it upon the back of the Bill. | 

By the Journal of the Parliament held 
43* Elixz. Novembr. 17%, Upon Debate 
of the Bill ago unlawful Hunting, 5* 
Seſlion of the firſt Parliament of King 
James,this appears to have beenthe courſe. 

In the Parliament 1604. the Bill 
touching Apparel upon the firſt readin 
was diſliked , and fo ſpoken to pro 
| contra ; which is not uſually admitted, 
{ without ſome extraordinary conceit of 
| miſchief, inconvenience or imperfeRion, 
and the Queſtion was put preſently for 
| the RejeRtion ; Upon the diviſion of the 
Houſe,thoſe for the Bil ſate,thoſe againſt 
it went out , which was alſo done 7* Aug. 
1641. upon the Queſtion for reje&ing 
the Bill for Light-houſes in the North, 

If the Bill be not ſo generally oppoſed, 
but onely by ſome,then the Queſtion is te 
be, whether the Bill ſhall be read a ſecond 
time, and if that Queſtion for reading the 
Bill a ſecond time paſs in the Afﬀirmartive, 
it is to be read at ſuch convenient time as 
the Houſe ſhall be minded of it by the 
| Speaker, or as the Houſe ſhall appoint : If 
| it paſs in the Negative, then a Queſtion is 
to he put for RejeRtion. _ 

ills, 


TR. 
Bills, eſpecially Publique Bills, have not 
uſually been read more then once in one 
day, but put off to the next day , or for 
two or three days, (except it require 
haſte) to the end the: Members of the 
Houle may have time to conſider of it : 
and (if they ſhall deſire it) may.peruſe 
the Bill, to enable them to-ſpeak to it at 
the next reading. But in former times 
Bills have been twice, yea thrice read in 
one day, and pafled, as may be ſeen in the 
Proceedings upon the Bill agaiaſt Coun- 
terfeit Seals 16* Feby. 23* Elzz. and inthe 
Bill againſt Diſobedience to the Queen 
4 Martii, of the ſame Year. - The Bill 
or recognition of the Succeſlion of the 
Crown in the firſt Seſlion of the Par- 
Lament 1* Zacobi : | And therefore any 
Member may move it may be read the 
ſame day the ſecond time, and any other 
Member hath liberty to offer his Reaſons 
againſt ſuch ſecond reading art that time ; 
but it is not done, but upon Motion or 
Order of 'the Houſe. 

Sometimes the Houſe upon Debate 
doth paſs ſome Vores to be the Heads of a 
Bill, or refer it to a Committee of the 
whole Houſe to prepare ſuch Heads : Ne- 
vertheleſs, when it is digeſted into a Bill, 
and 
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| (4 
and that comes to be read or paſſed, it is 


5) 


lawful to debate or argue againſt all or 
any part thereof, to alter or rejed it ; 
becauſe Votes, in order to a Bill, are no 
further binding, bur that the Bill is ro be 
preſented containing thoſe Votes; and 
becauſe the Bill gives occaſion of a more 
large Debate; and being to paſs into a 
Law, every Member hath liberty to offer 
his Reaſons againſt it, as well as give his 
Vore,as often as it comes to a Queſtion, 
. When a Bill hath been read the ſecond 
time, and opened as before, any Member 
may move to have the ſame amended, but 
muſt ſpeak bur onceto it , and therefore 
muſt rake all his Exceptions againſt the 
Bill, and every -part of ir, at onetime : 
For inthe Debate of a Bill, no man may 
ſpeak bur once the ſame day , except the 
Bill be read more then once that day, and 
then he may ſpeak as often as it is read. 
4* 7anii, 1604. Agreed for a Rule, If 
two. ſtand up to ſpeak ro a Bill, he that 
would ſpeak ngainft the Bill, if it be known 
by demand or otherwiſe , #s 10 be firſt 
heard. 
Tf. the Exceptions be ſich as may not 
be amended at the Table ,. then the Que- 
ſtion is for the commirring of the Bill : 
but 
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but no Bill is to be committed without 
ſome Exceptions taken to it , as it wasin» 
ſiſted on upon that Queſtion for commit- 
ting the Bill for Probate of Swggeftions in 
caſe of Prohibitions , which were ther 


made , and thereupon the Bill was com- | 


mitted. 

No Provi/o or Clanſes are to be ten- 
dred to a Bill upon a ſecond reading ; be+ 
cauſe if it be committed, it is proper to 
offer them to_ the Committee without 
troubling the Houſe: as 16® [wnis, 1604. 


It was moved that ſundry Provi/#.s then 


tendred, be offered to the Committee. 

If that' Queſtion for commitment. paſs 
in the Negative , thenthe' Queſtion is to 
be put for ingrofting the Bill; ſo it was 
upon the ſecond i of the Bill fot 
Limitations of Attions'23® Jacobs. Andans 
other Bill for, explanationof a Clanſe tin an 
Att 3* Jacobs, Entituled,, An Att for the 
better diſcovering and ſuppreſſing Rimiſh 
Recuſats, the ſame day; But if the Que» 
{tion for ingroſting the Bilkpaſs in. the 

ative; then the Queſtion is to be put 
for rejecting the Bill. 

If the Queſtion for committing the Bill 
paſs inthe Afirmative, ytien a Committed 
is to be named, of which, all thoſe _ 
00 
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, againſt any: patticuldrs 
i the Bill hn not thoſe who. ſpake a- 
gainſt the whole Bill) are to be,; and any 
Members that pleat, may name one a- 
piece , but not. moreto be of that Come 
mittee. 

10? Novembry. 1640. Declared for a 
Rule, T hat at the naming of a Commiriee, 
if avy. man riſe to ſpeak, the Clerk, ought 


wor to write. 

' 11* Novemby. 1601. Reſolvedand Qr- 
dered uf pon the Queſtion, : That' ſuch 
wn = declares. himſelf axainſt the 

_ or {ubftance of any Bill apon any the 

eadings thereaf,, ſhall not hereafter be ad- 
jr ro be of a. Committee in. any ſuch 

Bill, according to wr Order: fed in 


Parliament. . 
7* Martin, 1606: Mr. Hadiey bring af 
figned of a Committee to confer with the 


Lords, deſired to be ſpared, he being in 
opinion againſt the Matter ir felf z and ic 
was conceived Bus a Rule, That no man 
was tobe 1 n any Matrer, = had 
declared ww.nu 6s ainſtit : Andrt 
ſtion being put, whether Mr. H, > 
to be = or It was reſolved, 
not to be imployed. T1 
Commuttees upon-Bills have not uſual 


ly 


| the Speaker. uſeth- to put the Houſe in 


OT enrrt” 
ly been lefs then Eighe , ſometimes Twens 
ry, ſeldom more in former times ; which | 
engaged them to atrend- it and ſpeed ir. 
- 12* eAprils , 11604. Upon a Motion 
made touching the -ſtow Proceedings and 
diſpatch of ſuch Bills and Buſineſs as were 
de ing in the Houſe, which grew; as 
was aid; by the non-artendance of. Coms 
mitteess: It was Ordered, That if Eight 
of any Committee do aſſemble ,. theymight 
proceed 704 Reſolution: in any Buſineſs of 
the Houſe. Formerly, all were to attend. 
'When.a competent numberare named, 


minde of appointing the tume'and place of 
their meeting; at: whioh:time the Coms 
mittee are £0: meet-, eſpecially thoſe who 
did make any Exceptions to. the - Bill. 
Eightof che petſons named muſt be pre- 
ſent to-make a- Committee, (unleſs where 
a leſs:number of them are appointedto be 
a Commitree;which hath been done fome- 
rimes in Private Caſes; but ſeldom or ne- 
ver. in-Publique' Bills): but' Five may ad+- 
journ.- Lu bi: fb :;»; Ty, 4 \ $I) 
Inſothe-Cafes the Houſe hath Ordered 
a Cominitree to withdraw into the Coin» 
mittee Chamber preſeatly, and bring it 
back 1icting. che Houſe'y/:as was done - 
the 


| 
Y 
[ 
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the Bill for Probate of Suggeſtions in caſts 


of Prohibitions aforeſaid. 


Some Bills of great concernment, and 
chiefly mBills co impoſe a Tax, or raiſe 
Money from the People , are committed 
to a Committee of the whole Houſe; to 
the end, there may be opportunity for 
fuller Debates , for that ar a Committee 
the Members have lberty to ſpeak as ofc- 
en as they ſhall ſee cauſe,to one Queſtion; 
and that ſuch Bills being of general con- 
cernment, ſhould be moſt folemnly pro- 
ceeded in, and well weighed ; and ſome- 
times when a Bill of that nature hath 
been conceived fit to be made ,. the Houſe 
hath thought fir to reſolve themſelves in- 
ro a Committee, and either there, or in 
the Houle, co Vote ſome Heads tor dirc- 
ion of ſuch as ſhall be imployed to pre- 
pare the Bill, 

Any Member of the Houſe may be pre- 
ſent at any fſelet Committee , bur 15 not 
to have any Vote, unleſs he be named to 
be of the Committee” 

The Committee are firft to read the 
Bill, and then to conſider the ſame by 

arts. 5h | 
: The Preamble, if any be, is uſually con- 
ſidered after the other parts of the Bill 
D becauſe 


(50) 
becauſe, upon the conſideration of the 
body of the Bill , ſuch alterations may be 
therein made , as may alſo occaſion the 
alteration of the Preamble ; which will 
beſt be done laſt. 

The Committee may not raze, inter- 
line, or blot the Bill it ſelf; but muſt in a 
Paper by it ſelf fer down the Amend- 
ments in this maner : viz. In ſuch a Folio 
and ſuch a Line ; between ſuch a Word 
and ſuch a Word., or after ſuch a Word, 
inſert theſe Words, or omit theſe Words; 
and in ſtead thereof (if there be cauſe) in- 
ſert theſe Words. | 

When the. Amendments are all per- 
feed, every one being voted (ingly, all 
of them are to be read at the Committee, 
and put to the Queſtion, whether the 
ſame ſhall be reported to the Houſe : 
When that Vote is to be put, any Mem- 
ber of the Committee may move to add 
tothoſe Amendments , or to amend any 
other part of the Bill. 

Otherwiſe, when a Vote is once paſſed 
at a Committee, the ſame may not be al- 
rered, but by the Houſe : ſo the Entry is 
in the Journal 4* /unii, 1607. Every 
Queſtion upon the Voices of the Com- 
mittee bindeth, and cannot be altered by 

them- 
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rheinſelvgs. And thus every thing agreed 
to be reported, ought to be reported. 

If the Vote of the Committee paſs for 
reporting the Amendments to the Houſe; 
then one of the Members of the Com- 
mittee (which is commonly the Chair- 
man) who is beſt acquainted with the 
Bill, is to be appointed to make the Re- 
port ; which being done, that Committee 
15 diſſolved, and can a& no more withour 
a new power. 

3* Marti, 1606 It wasO d-red, That 
every Committee when they proceeded to 
Amenament of any Bill committed to them, 
Should alſo amend the RBreviate annexed, 
and make it agree with rhe Bill. 

Reports are uſually to be received dati- 
ly, in the firſt place, after the Houſe is 
Full; except there be Bills ingroſſed, which 
are to take place, and: Publique Bills be- 
fore Private. | 

The Reporter muſt firſt acquaint the 
Houſe, That he is to make a Report from 
ſuch a Commitree , to whom ſuch a Bill 
was committed, and ſtanding in his place, 
muſt read each of the Amendments with 
the Coherence in the Bill; and opening 
the Alterations and the Reaſons of the 
Committee for ſuch Amendments, until 
D 2 he 
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he hath gone through all, and then muſt 
(if he fit not in. the ſeat next the floor) 
come from his place to the Bar , and ſo 


come up to the Table, and deliver both | 


the Bill and Amendments to: the Clerk, 
by whom he is to ſtaad, while the ſame are 
twice read; which is to be done by him 
(without reading any words that are to 
be omitted, but onely ſuch as are to be in- 
ſerted) before any man ſpeak to any of 
them; and then the Bill, with the Amend- 
ments, is to bedelivered to the Speaker. 

4* Iunii, 1607. The Bill touching the 
Union between England and Scotland ha- 
ving been committed, when the Amend- 
ments were reported, the whole Bill was 
by Order of the Houſe firſt read , and 
then the Amendments by themſelves ; 
which is a ſingle Preſident uſed. onely in a 
Caſe of great weight. 

Afrer ſuch reading of the Amendments, 
any Member may ſpeak againſt all, or any 
of the Amendments , and deſire the Co- 
herence to be read ; but he is to make all 
his Objections at once to all the Amend- 
ments, without ſpeaking again : onely 
ſometimes in Matters of great conceri.- 
ment, it hath been deſired , that the A- 


mendments be conſidered one by one, ond 
0 
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ſo put to the Queſtion, and then may he 
ſpeak to each of them. - 

Exceptions may be taken as well to 
what is omitted out of the Bill by the 
Committee, as to what is amended. 

6* 74nii, 1604. Amendments being re- 
ported to a Bill for providing a godly and 
learned Miniſtery , a Queſtion was made, 
Whether the words(or bring no Graduate) 
{truck out by the Committee, ſhall ftand 
in the Bill : and it was upon the Queſtion 
Ordered to ſtand. 

Upon this or any other Report from a 
Committee , the firſt Queſtion ought to 
be for agreeing with the Report , unleſs 
the Houle generally diſhke it. 

All the Amendments reported by the 


Committee are to be proceeded nn before 


any new Amendment or Provi/o be ad- 
mitted, unleſs it be amending the Amend» 
ments reported. 

If there be Exceptions againſt the 
Amendments reported , which cannot be 
conveniently amended at the Table, then 
the Bill is to be recommitted to the ſame 


Commutrtees. 


After the Houſe hath proceeded upon 
all the Amendments reported, there have 


been ſometimes offered other Amends - 
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mendmerts, Proviſo's, or additidnal Clau- 
ſes written in Paper, after acquaintins the 
Houſe, with the ſubſtance thereof; which 
(if the Houſe do approve) are to be read 
by the Clerk, and opened by the Speaker. 
After the firſt reading and opening , any 
perſon may ſpeak for rejecting it, or for a 
ſecond reading., which, if-it come to a 
Queſtion, the firſt Queſtion to be put, is, 
Whether it ſhall be read the ſecond time : 
If that be carried' in the Negative , the 
next Queſtion is for rejecting it. 

If the Vote pals for the ſecond reading 
of ſuch Clauſe. or Proviſo , then (after. 
reading and opening it as before) 1s a pro- 
per time for Debate thereof, for altera- 
tion or laying it aſide, or for committing 
the ſame with the Bill. 

But regularly, no ſuch thing ſhould be 
offered after a commitment, but the ſame 
ſhould be offered to the Committee, 
where it may be firſt conſidered and 
Prepared , and ſo the time of the Houſe 
ſaved. 

If the Amendments be agreed, and no 
ſuch Clauſe or Provi/o tendered, or being 
tendered, be agreed ; then the Queſtion 1s 
tobe, That this Bill with the Amend- 
ments (and Proviſo or Clauſes added, if 
any 
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any be) be ingrofled , at which time any 
may ſpeak for rejecting the Bill, as well,as 
upon the firſt or ſecond reading. But if 
the Vote for insroſling paſs in the Aﬀir- 
mative, the ſame is to be ingroſled by the 
Clerk, and hath uſed to be examined by 
the Reporter, and one or more of the fore 
mer Committee, to take care the ſame be 
truly ingroſled ; eſpecially if the Amends 
ments be many, and not fairly written. 

The Title is to be indorſed on the back 
of the Bill, and not within. 

All Bills regularly are to be ingroſled 
and read a third time ; which being in- 
groſſed, the Speaker is to put the Houſe 
in minde thereof, at convenient times, to 
have them read : And ingroſled Bills are 
ro be read before any other , unleſs it be 
of great concernment, in which caſe, the 
Houſe hath ſometimes Ordered , That 
ſuch Bill ſhould not be read till Ten of 
the clock, to the end the Houſe may be 
full. | 

The Speaker, the day before, doth uſ 
ally acquaint the Houſe , That ſuch Bills 
arc ingroſſed, and that he intends the next 
day to offer them to be paſſed. 

7* Febr. 18. Iacobi, Ordered , That no 
Bill be put to paſs till Nine of the clock, 
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and notice to be given the day before, That 
Bills ſhall be paſſed the next day. 

24* April. 22 Jacobi, Ordered , That 
all the Members of the Houſe ao attead the 
Houſe half an hour after Seven of the 
clock, and Bills to be put to paſſage by 
Eignt ;, and that on Monday next they 
ſhould be offered to paſsing. 

- Upon ſach third reading and opening 
thereof by the Speaker, as befvure (the 
Houſe being acquainted this is the third 


reading) any -Member may then likewiſe . 


uu againſt the whole Bill to throw our 
the ſame, or to any Clauſe thereof, to be 
omitted or amended ; fo as ſuch Amend- 
ment be in one or few words, which may 
be done at the Table. 

A Proviſoor Clauſe ingroſled in Parch- 
ment, may after a third reading , and be- 
fore the Queſtion for paſling it , be ten- 
dered to be made part of the Bill ; but he 
that tenders it muſt be careful , that the 
ſame be ſo penned, as that it may paſs as it 
is, or be capable of an Amendment at the 
Table, by adding or amending one or few 
words : elſe it is in danger to be rejected, 
becauſe it isnot regularly to be committed 

When ſuch Provi/o or Claiiſe is ſo ten- 
dered, the ſubſtance thereof being firſt 
opened 
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opened to the Houſe, 1f the Houſe admir 
the ſame to beread, it is to have the ſame 
Proceeding, as in the firſt, ſecond, and 
third Reading of a Bill , and if after the 
ſecond reading there be no Objection 
againſt it ; or atter Debate,when it comes 
ro 2 Queſtion, the Queſtion isto be pur, 
whether the Provi/o or Clauſe ſhatl be 
part of the Bill : If the ſame paſsin the 
Negative, then the Clerk is to enter a 1/e- 
-orandam thereof . if m the Aﬀirmative. 
then an Entry is to be made thereof jike- 
wiſe ; and then he is to File the fame to 
the Bill ingroſled. 

If while fuch Proviſo or Clauſe is in 
Debate, any Queſtion be for Amendment 
thereof,or Addition thereunto, before the 
£roviſo or Clauſe be put to the Queſtion; 
the Queſtion is to be put, whether fuch 
Amendment or Addition fhal} be made. 
If that paſs in the Negative, and no other 
be deſired, (which, if it be, is in the like 
ſort to be proceeded in) the Provi/o or 
Clanſe alone (or if in the Affirmative, 
then with that Amendment or Addition) 
15 to be pur to the Queſtion, whetherit 
ſhall be part of the Bill as before. 

If the Houſe think fit to amend any 
thing in an ingroſled Bill , che ſame, ſo as 

. it 


(58) 
it do not defacethe Bill , is to: be done at 
the Table; for after a third reading, no 
Bill is to be recommitted upon the Matter 
or Body of the Bill : ſo the Journal, 1610. 
but the Debate hath been adjourned to 
another day. If it be the next day, with- 
out any other Debates between , then he 
who ſpake to. the body of the Bill the day 
before, may not ſpeak again to the Bill or 


any part thereof, no more then he'might' 


have ſpoken twice that day. 

22, 7«ne, 1604. The Bill for Reſtraint 
of the exceſlive wearing of Cloth of Gold 
and Silver, Gold and Silver Lace, &c. was 
read the third time, and much diſputed ; 
but the time being far ſpent, further D-.- 
ſpute and the Queſtion was deferred to 
the next morning. 

23. 74ne , The Diſpute touching the 
Bill for Apparel was moved and continu- 
ed. Upon the Diſpute of that Bill, fome 
Members of the Houſe offering to ſpeak, 
having ſpoken the day before to the fame 
Bill : It was agreed for a Rule ,” If a B:/ 
be continued 1n Speech from day to day, one 
man may not ſpeak, twice to the Matter of 
the ſame Bill. 

Or elſe, a Bill hath been commutred 
upon ſome particular Clauſe or ms 
winch 
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which was done in a Caſe in the Fourth 
Seſlion' of Parliament, in the Firſt year 
of King 7ames, upon'the Bill rouching 
Sea-ſands ; and in the third Seſlion of the 
ſame Parliament, upon the Bill of Clorh- 
ing : when, upon a Report of the Com- 
mittee, the next day, a Provi/o was by di- 
reQion of the Houſe razed out of the Bill, 
by the Clerk at the Table, and fo the Bill 
put to'the Queſtion, paſſed. 

But if' the words: to be amended may 
be doneat.'the Table, it is done there 
without a recommitment. 

So Mais, 1606. It was much diſpu- 
ted, whether a Bill ingroſlſed, and found 
fault with , ſhould be recommitted into 
the Committee Chamber, or amended at 
the Table: It was reſolved, it ſhould be 
amended at the Table: 

When a Bill is read the third time, if 
any Clauſe be refolved by the Houſe to 
be added , not being tendred in Parch- 
ment , the ſame ought to be written firſt 
in Paper, andread twice; and then if it 
be agreed, and ordered to be ingrofled 
and added to the Bill , (it is then to be in- 

roſſed, and read a'third time; and ſo if 
it be apreed, is to be paſſed with the Bill : 
Thus it was done in the Bill to reſtrain the 
Haunting 
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Haunting of Ale-bouſes 1n Tune , 1604. 
where a Clauſe was added, That the Act 
ſhould continue onely to the end of the 
Firſt Seſlion of the next Parliament. 

When all che Clauſes and Provsſ@'s to 
the Bill are agreed or rejeRted, and the 
Debate ended , the Speaker is to ask the 
pleaſure of the Houſe , whether he ſhall 
put the Bil to the Queſtion, if /ix be the 
general Senſe of the Houſe, and. none 
ſtand up.to Speak againit it, then he 15 to 
put the Queſtion Afﬀirmatively .and Nc- 
Satively. | 

If any Member ftand up beforethe Ne- 
gative be put, he, having not: foxmerly 
ſpoken to the Matter, heis to be heard. 

If it paſs in the Afﬀirmative , an Entry 
1s to be made thereof in the Journal Book, 
as of all other the Proceedings aforeſaid ; 
if in the Negative, the Clerk entexs on the 
back of the Bill, Dafoed. 7 
. 11* Novembr.. 1601. Upon Queſtion 
after Debate, whether any Member of the 
Houſe, after having been a Committee in 
any Bill, may afterwards ſpeak in the Nec- 
ative part againſt the ſaid Bill : It was 
reſolved and ordered upon the Queſtion 
by the whole Houſe, That any Adember of 
this Houſe that hath been or ſhall be « Com- 


mittee 
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mittee in any Bull, may afterwards ſpeak. 
or argue Negatively to any ſuch Bill, with- 
out impeachment, or imputation of breach 
of former Oraer : which ſaid Order and 
Reſolution, was appointed by the Houſe 
to be entred tor a future Preſident ac- 
cordingly. 

21* Marti, 1588. The Bill for Relief 
of the City of Lincoln , was read the third 
time , and after many Arguments, both 
for the Bill and againſt it , the Bill was 
paſſed upon the Queſtion, and the diviſi- 
on of the Houſe, wich the difference of 
53. perſons, viz. with the Bill 118. 
and againſt the Bill 65. Which Differ- 
ence being reported to the Houle, 
the Bill was afterwards, according to 
the ancient Orders of the Houle in; ſuch 
caſes, carried out , and brought in again 
by Mr. Vice-Chancellor, with the Bull in 
his hand, followed and attended on with 
all the Members of the Houſe then pre- 
ſent, as well thoſe who had firſt before 
given their Voices againit the paſhing 
the ſaid Bill, as choſe that had given their 
Votes with the paſling of the ſame. 

The Entry is made in the Journal gf 
the Seſlion of Parliament. 

4* /acobi, The Queſtion being put for 
paſling 
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paſting a Bill, the Houſe was divided, the 
Tea's went forth , the Nos fate, and ir 
paſſed in the Aﬀirmative : upon Motion, 
ſuch as ſate againſt the Bill went forth of 
the Houſe, and brought in the Bill in their 
hands, which is according to ancient Or- 
der, and was now moved , and done once 
in a Parliament for preſerving the mc- 
mory of the Order, and ſo expreſſed by 
the Mover. 

When a Bill is paſſed after the third 
reading, there is no'further alteration to 
be made, yet in caſe of an apparent mi{- 
take therein , either by falfe writing or 
otherwiſe , the Houſe hath upon notice 
thereof , cauſed the ſame to be amended, 
the day following, in the Houſe ; where 
the Amendments are to be thrice read, 
and the Bill again paſſed , whereof there 
was a Preſident in 23* Eliz. 20* Tanwarii. 

In paſling a Bill,” the Queſtion is bur 
once put. 

Mai 189, 1604. The Bull for ſhooting 
5n Guns was put to the Queſtion, and pal- 
ſed in the Negative, as Mr. Speaker 
judged ; It was urged that the Voice was 
doubtful, and a double Queſtion preſſed, 
but forborn, and this Rule agreed : No 
double” Dueſtion upon the paſring of a Bill, 
though 
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though ſometimes upon the committing of 
it ; ut #s double, if the Voice or ueffier 
be not clear. 

If it happen that two Bills be depend- 
ing at the ſame time, which have ſo near 
affinity, as they may be fit to be joyned ; 
after they have been twice read, the Houſe 
hath ſometimes Ordered,that they ſhould 
be ingroſſed as one Bill : this was done in 
rwo Bills concerning Treaſons , as ap- 
pears by the Journal Book 16* April 
13* Elizabethe. 

A Bill once rejected, is not to be offer- 
ed again the ſame Seſjion, unleſs it be ak 
tered in ſome material parts. | 

15? [anis , 1604. Upon Debate of a 
Bill for reviving avers Statutes , and re- 
pealing others, a Clauſe was added by the 
Committee, to be inſerted in an Att of 
35* Eliz. Entituled, An AF to retain the 
 Oneens Subjetts in their due Obedience ; 
ro this effet, That the Husband ſhould not 
pay for the wives Recuſancy : which - 
Clauſe was much argued, and a Queſtion 
propounded. 

The maner of the Queſtion was diſpu- 
ted which way it ſhonld be put, 

Whe- \ That this Clauſe ſhall ftand, or, 
ther } Thar this Clauſe ſhall not ſtand: 
and 
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and it was agreed for a Rule , That up 
the adaing of any new thing, the Oueſt ic: 
z5 to be put in the Affirmative ;, whether it 
ſpall ſtand upon the continuing of the old : 
in the Negative, that it ſhall not ſtand. 

The Queſtion being, whether the Sca- 
tute of 43* Eliz, Entituled, An. Aft for 
Explanation of a certain Att made 13* E- 
lizabethe, &c. ſhould be continued : and 
the Houſe being divided , much Diſpute 
and Difference there was, whether upon 
this Queſtion the Nea's or No's ſhould 
ſit: It was thereupon affirmed and con- 
ceived for a Rule, hen any alteration is 
required of 'a Law ia being, (as in this 
Caſe) and thereupon the Dmueſtion put ; 
the Yea's muſt fr ſtill, and the No's go 
forth. 

15* Tunis , 1604. A Queſtion being, 
whether a Law, formerly made, ſhould 
continue till the end of the next Sellion 
of Parliament ; much difference and di- 
ſpute was , whether, upon the Queſtion, 

Ted's or the Ns ſhould fit: Upon 
a Queſtion put, it was reſolved, the Tea's 
ought to fir ftill,and the Ns to go forth. 
The Houſe was divided , the Reporters 
differ in the number , the Houſe divided 
again, this did not fatisfie , it being 
Youu affirmed 
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affirmed to be contrary to Preſident, and 
bred much debate; what was to be done : 
at length , the Houſe was content to let 
the Queſtion reſt as ie was, and thought 
fit to Order a new Bill for reviving the 


Law. 

" May, 1i Reſolved to be ent 

the ER 'of this Houſe, pw 

Speaker from henceforth” ſhall deliver a 

Fil, whereof the Houſe « poſſeſſed, to any 

whomforver,  aithout leave and allowance 

- bu the Hemſt; but a Copy -onely. Eodemt 
It 1s no poſſeſrion of a Bill, except the 

ſame be delivered to the Clerk "to be read; 

or that the Sptaker read the Title of ut 6 


the Chair. 
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Continge toll Fines, and [> every Monday, 


Wedneſday, and: Friday, till thy ond of that 


Seſtion, the ſame time to be imployed onety 
in the firſt reading of Private Bills. 

And in the firſt Parliament of King 
7ames , It was Ordered, That the Heuſe 
ſhould meet at Seven of the clock , and the 
rime till Nine of the clock ſhould be ſpent in 
reading Private Bills. 

When any Private Bills, that is, Bills 
— Private Perſons, Corporati- 
ons, or lome one or more particular 
Shire, or Counties , or any Publique Bill, 
wherein is any Clauſe or Provi/o, that 
concerns ſuch Perſon,Corporation,Coun- 
ty or Counties, is preferred to the Houſe, 
or 


(6) 

of in \gitation in the cuſs fach $erfon 
or perſons may be Heat@ þ y theinſeli ves ys 
Counci), either vo the Bar "of the Hou 
if it be 'defited, rat” \ Committet | to 
whom ſuch Bill is0 ricted , whereof 
are many inftances, © © ©; 

28” Punii, 1607, A Bill is res 
the Higk-ways 4 the = fry 0) 

Surrey a»d Kent, wat & to.bea P + 
vate Bi; and it Was ford red Thit ordi- 
nary Duties ſhoots be þ; #16d pe Nl bo 
for the farhe; or elſe” te ſhould b 
furcher proceeding iy | 

2 eAprilit , 1606; A.Bilt wis_ap- 
poitted to be read touchifis the Fens ; ; 
thoſe who followed the Bill, fied! eir 
Cotneil'mipht be heatd, to open the Gate 
of rheir Caſe, and che equity and reaſot- 
ableneſs df their Petitidn; before it, were 
read ; but it was not admitted : It. being 
declated , That if the Council of the 
other ſide defired.to be heard, then both 
ſhould be received, atid accordingly it 
Was ruled, T hat Cointil þ for the mainte= 
nance of any Bill, onght not to be heard be- 
fore it be of oſed. 

22* Mail, 1604. It was moved, That 
whereas the Prothonotaries of the Court 
of Commor-Pleas fotind themſelves wgyic- 
B 2 Ve 


_ . | 
ved by b Bill, Pecterrec ngGag Houſe, 
for regiſtring Tudgements that may im- 
| Pract Parchaſirs, = being now ingro(- 
ſed, their Council 'might be heard at the 
Bar upon the third reading ; -and there- 
upon it was Ordered, That Copncil on all 
parts intereſſed, ſhould be heard on Thur ( 
day following ; and upon hearing Council, 
the Bill was daſhed, - n 

, 7® Maii, 1604. .It was moved, That in 
the Proceedings of a Bill for confirmation 
of the, Lands of Henry Butler, E/q; «pon 

the marriage of his Son, there might be no- 
tice given by Mr. Speaker to the faid 
Henry : which was Ordered, and a Letter 
written accordingly. 

"In'the ſame Seſſion it was moved, That 
in the Caſe between Le-Grice and Cot- 
zerel, notice might be given by Letter un- 
der Mr. Speakers hand, before any: fur- 
ther proceeding ; and that Council and 
Witneſſes might be heard at the Com- 
mittee: which was Ordered. 

In the Caſe of a Bill between the Earl 
of Hertford and Mr. Seymoxr , Council 
was heard at the Bar, the Earl of Her:- 
ford and the Lord Hexry Seymour his bro- 
ther came into'the Houſe , and were ad- 
mitted" to come within the Bar , and. - 
it 


oy 
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ſit upon ftools with their: Heads covered. 

11* Feby. 1557. In the Parliament 4. 
and 5. Phil. & Aarie,, the Abbot of 
Weſtminſter had leave to come with his 
Council, "to the Bar of the Commons, 
touching his claim to the: Sanctuary of 
Weſtminſter , and cconngyy hecame the 
next day in perſon into the Houſe, and 
p_ ſeveral Patents to make good 

is Claim; and had a further time given 
for himſelfand his Council to be heard. 

4* Maii, 1607. The Council on both 
ſides were heard at the Bar in the Houſe 
upon the Bill for the Marſbalſea.” 

11* Novemb. 1640. It is Declared as a 
conſtant Order of the Houſe , That if a 
Witneſs be brought to the Houſe, the 
Houſe lrcing , e Bar is to be down, 
otherwiſe, if the Houſe be in a Com- 
mitree, 
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CHAP. XL 


Ts What Caſes Members are to 
withdraw. 


» T Acobi, Upon the Report from the 
LIE | ComniterFoe Priviledges, touch» 
ing Election for Garron , Sir Henry Brite 
tain being concerned , and offering to 
fpeak in his, own Caſe; it was reſolved up- 
on ſong Debate , he. ſhould be heard to in- 
form the Houſe, and then go forth. 
 21* Hacobi, A'Bill which concerned the 
Maſter and Felloy# of Magaalen Col{ledge 
in Cambriage,beipg read the ſecond time, 
and in Debate , It was moved ,” that Dr. 
Gooch Maſter of Magdalen Coltedge (who 
ſerved for the Univerſity) and fo. a party, 
ought to withdraw; It was reſolved, He 
may firſt ſpeak, and then withdraw. 

Tune, 1604. A Bill for eſtabliſhment 
of divers Manors, &c. of the late Duke of 
Somerſet, being offered to the Queſtion 
of commitment ; it was moved, That Mr. 
Seymoxr, a Member of the Houſe and 
party to the Bill, might go forth during 
the Debate : which, was conceived to be 
agreeable to former Orders and = 

ents 
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dents in like Cates " was ſo Ordered, 
and Mr. Seywaur wen. preſently forth of 
doors. 

When any Complaint is. made agginſt 
a Member, or Exceptions taken to any 
thing ſpoken by him, (after he hath been 
heard to explain higuſelf, if :he defire,or 
the Houſe command jt , which 1s - uſually 
done by him ſtanding in;bis place) if the 
Houſe be not ſatisfied, bur tall into De+ 
bate thereof , ſuch Member is to with» 
draw ; as in the ſeveral Caſes of Doctor 
Parry, the Chancellor of the Dutchy and 
others, appears. tin | 


Tn) 
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Cenſurts 'of Members for offenſive 
'  Wordr or Miſbehavior. 


Thee freedom of Speech and De- 
bates 'be' another vundoubted Privi- 
ledge of the Houſe ; db whatſoever 1s 
ſpoken in the Houſe, is ſubje& to the cen- 
ſure of the Houſe : and where they finde 
cauſe (as,"1n licitis facile fines tranſgre- 


dimiix.) offences of this kind have been: : 


ſeverely puniſhed, by calling the perſon 
ro the Bar, to make ſubmiſlion , commit- 
ting him to the Tower, (being the uſual 
Priſon to which the Commons did com- 
mit Delinquents) expelling the Houſe ; 
diſabling him to be a Member during that 
Parliament, and ſometimes of any future 
Parliament. | | 

The Entries in the Journal I finde to be 
as followeth : 

17. May, 1572. Upon ſundry Motions 
made by divers Members of the Houſe, It 
was Ordered, That Arthur Hall Eſq; for 
ſundry Speeches uſed by him in the Houſe 
and abroad, ſhould be warned by the Ser- 
jeant, to be at the Houſe on Monday fol- 

| lowing , 
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lowing, and at the Bar,to anſwer Matters 
charged againſt him , and all ſuch perſons 
as had noted his Wards , either in the 
Houfe or abroad, were forthwith to meer, 
and ſer down the fame Words in writing, 
and deliver the fame to the Speaker. 

On Monday following, Mr. Hal} was 
brought to the Bar by the Serjeant , was 
charged with ſeveral Articles, and con» 
feſſed his folly , and humbly ſubmitted 
himſelf to the Houſe, and was remitted. 

8. Febr. 1575. P. w. Eſq, oneof the 
Burgefles of 7regony in the County of 
Cornwal, was, for unreverend and undu- 
tiful Words uttered by him in the Houſe, 
touching the Queen, ſequeſtred ; that the 
Houſe might proceed to conference and 
conſideration of his faid Speech : upon 
Debate whereof he was committed to the 
Serjeants Ward, as Priſoner , and ſo re- 
'maining , ſhould be examined upon his 

ſaid Speech, for extenuating his fault 
therein. 

The next day a Report was made of his 
examination and confeſlion of the Words; 
he was brought to the Bar by the Ser- 
jeant, received this Judgement by the 
mouth of Mr. Speaker, 

That he ſhould be committed cloſe 
priſoner 


priſoner. to the Tower, till the Houſe 
ſhould take further conſideration con- 
cerning him. 


4” Febr. 1580. Being the third Seſſion 
of the Fourth Parliament of Queen Eli 
zabeth 23. Year of her reign, complaint 
was made .in the Houſe againk -Arebur 
Hal Eſq; before named, who had cauſed 
a Book co be prioted , wherein was pub- 
liſhed che Conferenges of the Houſe , and 
in it was contained matter of Reproach 
againſt ſome particular Members of the 


ouſe, derogatory to the general Autho. 


rity, Power, and State of the Houſe, and 
prejudicial to the validity of the Proceed- 
ings of the ſame. The matter was refer- 
e2d to a Commurtee to examine, and up- 
on Report thereof, and bringing the ſaid 
Mr. Hall to the Bar ſeveral times to An- 
ſwer., he was ſentenced by the Houſe, to 
b> committed to the Tawer, (as the pri- 
ſon proper to this Houſe) there to remain 
for the ſpace of Six moneths,and ſo much 
longer; as until he ſhould himſelf willing- 
ly make a RetraQation of the ſaid Book, 
to the ſatisfaction of the Houſe , or of 
ſach Order as the Houſe ſhould make 

during that Seffion, 
That the faid Arthur Hall o_ be 
ed 


75 
fined to the Queen 1 knodred pounds 
for his ſaid Offence. : 

That he ſhould be preſently ſevered 
and cut off from being a Member of this 
Houſe during this Parliament, and a Writ 
to iſſue for.EleFtion of a,new Burgeſs, for 
the Borough of Grantham, in his ſtead. 

Thar the ſaid Book ſhould be deemed, 
and adjudged falſe and erroneous, 

Thereupon , the faid Mr. Hal .was 
brought to the Bar , unto whom Mr. 
Speaker, inthe naine of the whole Houſe, 
pronounced che ſaid Judgement, in farm 
aforeſaid ; and the Serjeant was comp 
manded to take charge of him , and to 
convey him-to the Tower, and deliver 
him to the Lieutenant of the. Tower, by 
'Warrant of this Houſe to be ſigned by 
the Speaker. | 

18. March, 1580. He having conti- 
nued priſoner in the Tqwer, without any 
RetraRation , the Houſe appointed. a 
Committee to allow the ſaid Retracari- 
on, and to Report itto the Houſe at the 
next Seſhon. 

It appeareth by the Journal 21, Ne 
vember, 1586. That be was difabled fqr 
ever to ſerve in Parhament. 

17. December, 1584. A Bill againſt 

; eſuits 
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Jeſuits and Seminary Prieſts paſſed upon 
che Queſtion : Dr. Parry onely gave a 
Negative ; and after inveighed in violent 


'Speeches againſt the whole Bill. Upon 
which, he was ſequeſtred from the Houſe 


into the outer room, into the hands of 
the Serjeant,, and not to confer with any 
while the Houſe was in Debate of that Bu- 
ſineſs. Afterwards he was brought to the 
Bar, and there kneeling , was told by the 
Speaket, If he thought fit, the Houſe was 


content to hear his Reaſons, but he re- 


fuſing , was committed to the Serjeants 
Ward. 

The next day he was brought to the 
Bar, and kneeling, confeſſed he had undu- 
tifully behaved himſelf , and had rafhly, 
and unadviſedly uttered thoſe Speeches he 
had uſed ; and was,with all his heart, very 
ſorry for it : Alledging withal, he had 
never been of the Houſe till thar Seſlion, 
and ſo could not ſo well know the Orders 
of the Houſe as he ſhould do; and that he 
would not henceforth willingly offend the 
Houſe,nor any one man in it; and ſo hum- 
bly prayed their good favor towards him. 
Whereupon, being again ſequeſtred out 
of the Houſe, after ſome Arguments and 
Debates, it was reſolved , Upon this ac- 
| knows 
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knowledgement of his fault, and his bum» 
ble ſubmiſſion, he ſhould be received into 
this Houſe again, as a Member thereof, 
and take his place as before , ſo that he 
would ſtill afterwards behave himſelf in 
good ſort as he ought to do: and there- 
upon, being called again to the Bar , and 
there kneeling, and direQtly reiteratin 
his former Confeſſion of his fault, an 
humble ſubmiſtion, with promiſe of better 
demeanor, he was readmitted. 

13. Febr. 1606. Upon a Report made 
inthe Houſe, of the Remembrances for- 
merly ſet-down of the particulars of a 
Conterence, the Speaker offering to read 
the Paper, and being interrupted by ſome 
Motions and Diſputes ,- whether they 
ſhould be read one by one, and fo deba- 
_—_ all at once : in thar difference, = 
of the Knights for Buckinghamſbire, wit 
aloud Ro ſtanding up bare-headed, 
as the Order is) prefled to have them 
read. The Houſe obſerving his earneſt 
neſs, and maner of ſitting and calling, for 
Orders ſake urged him to ſtand up and 
ſpeak. He ſtood up, and pretending to 
offer ſome Reaſons, fell into an Inve&tive 
againſt the Scots, much' diftaſting che 
Houſe, yet out of a common. care to ex- 


pedite 
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pelite flie weighty Buſineſs then in hand, 
ts Speech was hevlected without Tax or 
cenſure. Pot | 
- But on Monday following it was re- 
wetabred, and bib words of Offence reci- 
ted in particulav; the 'Getiflerhan being 
[abſent, was ſent fot by the Seffetitit. 
2, Touching the maner of proceeding in 
this Cafe, many Motions and Queſtions 
were: thoved:: as , whether t6' name a 
Committee'-t5/' conſider thetewith tb 
charge him. 2. Wherhe? to cenſure him 
—= theic 6wn knowledge, without-orher 
Circumſtances, jthe fan beingapparent. 
3.- Wiezrther ro chatge hin inperetal, or 
with the particular Wotds: * Much'was 
ſaid upon theſe, Queſtions pro and contre, 
and the Preſidents of Paryy arid Throck- 
worron remembred,” where; for Words 
ſpoken inthe Honfe, the proceect15 was 
by che Houſe, "494 fiot by Cotnimittee ; 
the :Offerices generally charged, and pu- 
ſhed, and the Words put” in oblivion : 
and fo in this Caſe , the Judgement and 
[Proceeding reſolved to be dccortingly. 
>: The Serjeant having brought the Of- 
fonder, it was rtioved he might be heard 
-at the Bar; whieti was aſſented unto, and 
-after he had'ſpo6ken ; he was commanded 


co 
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© retire; and nowtlong; after, wds'talled 
in again to the Bar, where kneeling, Mr. 
Speaker acquainted him, ſince the Offence 
was ſo:apparently hainous, the Houſe did 
nor holdir fic, that any: particulars'ſhould 
be named, or Gogite any Reaſonof theif 
Judgement, but the Order was, He ſhould 
be carried to the priſon of the Tower, and 
thefe, remain during the pleaſure of rhe 
Houſe-: and that'be ſhould be diſmiſſed 
from: his-place of Knight of the Sture for 
Butks, and a-new|Wns to iſſue bot anew 
Choics.: 2 03 1 12 314 egw 2H 

15>: Febr.18.-Facobs, A Bill baing read 
the ſecond time for the betrer Obferbation 
of the-Sabbath : ane of the Members.tmade 
an;Inyective agamft it, and: fomertung 
which ſeemed to refleft.on; a Member of 
the Houſe who preferited it, as fayantitg 
ofa Puritan and; a. fa&tious Spirit: Exe 
ceptions were taken at the Words... After 
he bad explained hinnſelf, he was ardered 
to-withdtaw out of the Houſe ; and D&+ 
bate being had, he was called to the Bar, 
and upon. his knees , received the: Judges 
ment'of the Houſe pranouncet}. by rhe 
Speaker ; That he ſhould: be'difcbatged 
troin the Service of the, Houſe; with an ir» 
timation , that. liis Judgement 'avvery 
| | | merciful, 
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merciful, for that the Houſe might for {6 
exorbitant an Offence; have impriſoned 
and further puniſhed him. 

3. April, 1604. In: a Debate upon a 
Bill, a Member of che Houſe uttered ſome 
Speeches highly diſtaſtingthe Houſe ; bur 
no notice was taken'of it till the Billwas 
committed , and thea the Words being 
repeated, he was called to the Bar; where 
he made his excuſe; and was pardoned. 

26. April,1641.Great offence was taken 
by the Houſe at words ſpoken by Mr.7.H. 
He was firſt heard co explain himfelf,and 
then commanded to withdraw , and was 
called to the Bar , and ſuſpended: the 
Houſe during that Seſtion of Parliatnent. 

27. May, 1641: A paper was brought 
in es Words ſpoken by Mr.Taylor 
a Member of the Houſe', ' concerning the 
paſting the Bill of :Arrainder of che Earl 
of Strafford : who being heard to explain 
himſelf, and then commanded to- with- 
draw; after ſome Debate in the Houſe, 
it wasreſolved, That he ſhould be expel- 
led the Houſe ; be made uncapable of ever 


beings Member of this Houſe , and ſhould 


forthwith be committed priſoner to the 
Tower, there to remain during the plea- 
fare of the Houſe ; and ſhould make an 
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acknowledgement of his Offence, both 
atthe Par and at windſor publiquely. And 
he was called to the Bar, and there kneel. 
ing, Mr. Speaker pronounced the Sentence 
accordingly. 

Of later times it hath been obſerved, 
as moſt conducing to the ſervice of the 
Houſe, that if in Debate, Words be let fall 
that give Offence , Exceptions ſhould be 
taken the ſame day,and before ſuch Mem- 
ber go out of the Houſe; or he who is 
offended may move , That ſuch perſon 
may not £0 out of the Houſe,until he hath 
given farisfaftion in what was by him 
ſpoken. And in ſuch Caſe, after the pre- 
ſent Debate is over, the Words mult be 
repeated by the perſon excepting ; and in 
caſe he deſire, or the Houſe command 
him, he is to explain himſelf, ſtanding in 
his place ; which, if he refuſe to do, or 
the Houſe be not ſatisfied with ſuch Ex- 
planation, then he is to withdraw : But 
neither is this to interrupt the preſent 
Buſineſs of the Houſe, as in the caſes be- 
fore mentioned ; nor if it be omitted that 
day, hath it been recalled afterwards to 
avoid miſtakes, and out of a willingneſs 
rather to paſs by, then take occaſion of 
Offence. 

t 13. May, 
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13. May, 12* Facabi, Upon report of 
the Amendments to the Bill for the due 
obſervation of the Sabbath day,complaine 
was made that ſome indignity was offered 
ro Sir R. Owen, when he was in the Chair 
at the Committee, by Sir z/. H. that told 
him he was partial ; and by Sir R. K. who 
took him by the hand , and told him, he 
would pull him out of the Chair , that he 
ſhould pur no more tricks upon the 
Houſe. 

Sir y. H. being preſent, made an ac- 
knowledgement of his error, which upon 
the Queſtion was taken for a good fatif- 
faction. 

Sir R. K. was Ordered by the Houſe to 
acknowledge his error at the Bar, 

19* Facobi, Some ſpeeches paſling in 
the Houſe privately between two of the 
Members, and ſome offence taken, which 
ſeems was not intended to be given; one 
one of them in going down the Parliament 
ſtairs ſtruck the other ; who thereupon 
catched at a ſword then in his mans hand 
to ſtrike with it. Upon complaint made 
of it to the Houſe, they were both of them 
ordered to attend the Houſe. Being come, 
be who gave the blow was calledin , and 
ſtanding (not at the Bar , but) by the 

Bar, 
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Bar, was examined by Mr. Speaker, con- 
feſled the giving the blaw , inſiſted on 
the provocation , and withdrew. The 
other was alſo called in, to relate the 
truth. After he had made the relation, 
and was likewiſe withdrawn, and teſtimo=» 
ny given by a Member o fthe Houſe who 
heard the Words; the Houſe proceeded 
to Sentence againſt Mr, G; who ſtruck the 
blow : he being braught co the Bar, there 
on his knees he received Judgement, which 
was pronounced by the Speaker, That he 
ſhould be committed ta the Tower during 
the pleaſure of the Houſe, 


ſj 
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# WO | Cv « 
CH'A:P.. XI.” 
C alling! the Houſe. * 


FT Here: are . two 'ends of Chilling the 

Houſe. | O MAL $ vans 

1.:To. diſcover :whether any: were in 
the Houſe, wh@are'nor-retuened'by the 
Clerk: of the Commonwealth (formerly 
called'the Clerkiof the-Crown) m Chan- 
cery ; it having been 'accounteda'' great 
Crime, and ſeverely puniſhed:; -- 

5* Martii , T557. In theiParliament 
held 4 & 5* Phil. & Marie, I finde 
this Entry : 

For that Chriſtopher Perne affirmed, 
that he is returned a Burgeſs for P/impton 
in Devon, and hath brought no Warrant 
thereof to the Houſe, nor is returned hi- 
ther by the Clerk of the Crown, by Book 
or Warrant; he is awarded to be in the 
cuſtody of the Serjeant , till the Houſe 
have further conſidered. 

It appears by that Book afterwards, 
that he was choſen a Burgeſs, and ad- 
mitted. 

9. Fanuary, 1562, In the ſecond Par- 
lament of Queen Z/izaberh, For that it 

ſeemed 
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ſeemed to the Houſe; being very ful;that 
there were a greater mumber then. was | 
returned; therefore-the Names were i im- 
mediately called over;;>and as they were 
called, departed out of the Nouſe.- | 

7 Febr. 1588.” The 'Houſe was called, 
al every one anſwered to his name, and 
departed out of the Houſe as they were 
called. 

2. But chiefly -the Calling the Houſe, 
is to diſcover what Members are abfent 
without leave of the Houſe, or juſt cauſe ; 
in which caſe, Fines-have been impoſed. 
And on this occaſion, if the Houſe be 
called, the maner hath been to call over 
the Names , and each Member to ſtand 
up at the mention of his name , uncovering 
his head. Such as are preſent are marked, 
and the Deftaulters called over again the 
ſame day, ſometimes the day after, ſome- 
times ſummoned , ſometimes ſent for by 
the Serjeant. 

19. 7#ne, 1607. The Houſe was called 
by the general Book of Names , in order 
as they were ſet down by the Clerk of the 
Crown at the beginning of the Parlia= 
ment, (ſo it is there entred) The Clerk 
called every one by his name, the perſon 
called, if preſent, riſeth up bare-headed, 
AF and 
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and anfwereth ; if abſent, he is either ex- 
cuſed, and ſo entred, v:z. 
. CLicentiatnr per ſpeciale ſervitiam. 
cihrgz xcuſatur ex gratia. 
e/Egrotat. 

If none Excuſe him,heis entred, Deficir. 

That no perſon may fit in the Houſe 
until he be ſo returned, as aforeſaid, ap- 
pears by ſeveral Inſtances of perſons who 
were not Members; and for coming into 
the Houſe, were brought to the Bar, and 
ſome commitred , and ſome ſworn, before 
they departed, to keep ſecret what they 
had heard there. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


Petitions in Parliament. 


| | eoam n are uſually preſented by 
Members of the ſame County ; if 
rhey be concerning private Perſons, they 
are to be ſubſcribed, and the perſons pre- 
ſenting them, called in to the Bar to avow 
the ſubſtance of the Peticion, eſpecially if 
it be a Complaint againſt any. 

So 18. November, 1640, one Vivers 
preſented a Petition in the name of the 
Major, Aldermen, Burgeſles, and other 
Inhabitants of Bambary , was called in, 
and did acknowledge the hand to the Pe- 
rition to be his ; and that he did deliver 
it by order, and on behalf of the Town of 
Bambury , and thereupon it was com- 
mitted. 

The like, in the ſame Parliament, upon 
reading the Petition of one Ward of S$4- 
lop : Andlikewiſe on reading the Petition 
of Henry Hoogay. 
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CHAP. XV. 


Privileage of Parliament. 

T is often mentioned in the Journals 

upon Debates, That Priviledge was 
due endo, morando, redeund, for the per- 
ſons of Members, and their neceſſary Ser- 
vants ; and in ſome caſes for their Goods 
and Eſtates alſo during that time. 

Some Queſtion hath been touching the 
time in which the Priviledge is to be al- 
lowed, and the maner how it is to be 
obtained. 

For the firſt , the Preſidents are very 
numerous tor allowing P7iv:/cdge during 
the Seſlton. 

I. For their own perſons , They have 
been. priviledged from Suits, Arreſts, Im- 
priſonmeats, attendance_ on Trials, ſer- 


-ving in Juries, and the like , yea, from be- 


ing ſummoned or called to attend upon 

any Suit in other Courts by Subpera ſer- 

ved on them. To begin with the latter, 
Snubpana. 

In the Parliament 4® & 5* Phil. &+ 
Marie, 29. Fannary, 1557. Themas En- 
ys Burgeſs for the Borough of T huh, 
complained that a S#bpexna was delivered 
him to appear in Chancerv, and ons 

the 


, 
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the Priviledge of the Houſe , whereupon 
Sir Clement Higham and Mr. Recorder 
of London were ſent tothe Lord Chan- 
cellor to revoke the Proces. 

And albeit an Entry is made in the 
Journal 10? Febrwuarit , 1584. 26 Elt- 
zabethe, That upon Motion made touch- 
ing the opinion of the Houſe for Privi- 
[-dge, incaſe of a Subpen, ſerved out of 
the Chancery upon Mr. Richard Cook a 
Member of the Houſe : It was Ordered, 
That the Recorder of L:nden, and two 
other Members of the Houle attended by 
the Serjeant, ſhould repair preſently in 
che name of the whole Houſe , into the 
body of the Court of Chancery,and there 
to fignifie to the Lord Chancellor and 
Maſter of the Rolls, That by the ancient 
Liberties of this Houſe , the Members of 
the ſame are priviledged from being ſer- 
ved with Szbpen's , and to require with- 
al, not onely the diſcharge of Mr. Cook's 
Appearance , but from thencetorth, to 
Srant Priviledge tor other Members, upon 
rhe requeſt of the Houſe ſignified under 
the Speakers hand , which Mr. Recorder 
and the reſt did accordingly. But they 
return this anſwer, That the Lord Chan=- 
cellor told them , he knew no ſuch Privi- 
ledge 
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ledge touching Subpena's, and would not 
allow it, unleſs the Houſe did prove it had 
been allowed alſo in that Court of Chan- 
cery : whereupon, Preſidents were direct- 
ed ro be viewed , but within few days af- 
ter the Parliament ended. 

Yet the practice in ſucceeding times de- 
clares the Priviledge , as appears by the 
Inſtance following , (which was the next 
Year after) and theſe that follow, with a 
multitude more which might be men- 
tioned. 

27* Eliz. One Kirle having cauſed a 
S«bpana out of the Star-Chamber to be 
ſerved on a Member of the Commons 
Houſe , and for want of Appearance, ta- 
ken out an Attachment, and inforced the 
payment of Money to diſcharge the ſame: 
the ſaid K:r/e was committed till he had 
paid Cofts to the perſon ſerved, and made 
a ſubmiſlion to the Houſe on his knees at 
the Bar. 

15* Maii, 1604. A Subpzya out of 
the Chancery to appear,was ſerved on the 
perſon of Sir Robert Needham Knight, a 
Member of Parliament : upon complaint 
thereof, the Serjeant was ſent to Attach 
the body of him who ſerved the Syubpena. 

7* Mai, 1607. The Serjeant was _ 

or 
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for Eaward Throckmorton, for ſerving a 
Subpena on Sir Oliver Cromwel. . 

14* Maii, 19* Facobi, Upon complaint 
of the ſervice of a Sybpena on a Member 
of this Houſe, Sir Edward Coke vouched 
a Preſident, 10* Edvard 3* That a Sub- 
pexa being ſerved on the Clerk of this 
Houſe, the. party was committed for 
breaking the Priviledge of this Houſe. 

4* Mais, 1607. A S»bpena out of the 
Exchequer being ſerved on Sir R. Pawlet 
. a Member of the Houſe; the Houſe 
thought fir to grant Priviledge, and that 
the ſame courſe ſhould be taken, as in 
other the like caſes are uſual : viz. The 
Serjeant by his Mace to Attach the par- 
ties Delinquents, and to bring them to the 
Bar , to receive the Judgement of the 
Houſe , and Mr. Speaker the next day 
wrote a Letter to the Lord chief Baron, 
that no further Proces do iſſue againſt the 
faid Sir R. Pawler. 

3* Decemb. 19® Facobs, Upon occaſion 
of a Subpxna ferved on Mr. Breerston, it 
was agreed by the whole Houſe, Thar the 
ſerving of a S»bp#na upon a Member of 
this Houſe , knowing him to be a Parhia- 
ment man, 1s a Breach of Priviledge, and 
Napper who ſerved the Subpana was com- 
mitted. 33* Eliz. 


—— 
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Arreſt. 


33* Eliz.. The Sheriffs of Loxdox were 
fined by the Commons , and ſent to the 
Tower , for not delivering a Burgeſs ar- 
reſted for Debt, ſitting the Parliament. 

6 April, 1593. The Serjeant at the 
Mace who arreſted Mr. Nea/, a Member 
of this Houſe, upon an Execution ; as alſo 
7eblin, at whoſe Suit he was arreſted, 
contrary to the Priviledge of this Houſe, 
were this day brought. ro the Bar , and 
were both commitred priſoners to the 
Tower ; and the Serjeant at Arms attend- 
ing this Houſe, was ordered to deliver 
them over to the Lieutenant of theTower. 


Vtlary. 


13. May, 1607. Nicholas Allen an A- 
torney, and Palmer, at whoſe Suit Mr. 
Martin, a Member of this Houſe, was out- 
fawed, were ordered to be ſent for by the 
Serjeant , and brought to the Bar to an- 
ſwer their Contempr. 


Attachment, 


In the ſame Parliament , there being 
Complaint,that an Attachment was taken 
torth 


(93 
forth againſt Mr. Be//ingham, a Member 
of this Houſe, out of the Court of Chan- 
cery, for a Contempt ; the Houſe order- 
ed to have Priviledge, and a Letter was 
ordered to be ſent to Mr. Evelin, one of 
the fix Clerks, to ſtay the Suit. 


Iſſaes. 


, A Writ of Petition being iſſued out , a 
Writ was dire&ed to the Sheriff, to levy 
xx.1. Iſſues upon Sir Robert Oxenbriage, 
for Not-appearance ; the ſame was com- 
plained of , and the Houſe granted Privi- 
ledge, with this, That if -the Iſſues were 
not diſcharged before the next day at 
night, the- parties Delinquent were the 
day after to be brought to the Bar by the 
Serjeant. hi 

T ryals. 


14. May, 1576. Sir Edward Montague 

a Member of the Houſe, was warned to 

attend a Tryal in Loudon, which was to be 

had againſt him, and was by Order of the 

Houſe priviledged ; and the party thar 

gave the warning, was ſummoned ro ap- 
pear at the Bar the next morning. 

21. Febr, 1588. Upon Motion _ 
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by divers Members of the Houſe, having 
Writs of Ni; pris brought againſt them, 
that Writs of S»per/edeas might be a- 
warded , in reſpect of the Priviledge of 
this Houſe, due to the Members; It was 
Ordered, Thac thoſe Members of the 
Houſe, who have occaſion of ſuch Privi- 
ledge, ſhould declare their Caſe to the 
Speaker, who ſhall thereupon direc the 
Warrant of this Houſe to the Lord Chan- 
cellor, for awarding ſuch Writ of Saper- 
ſeaeas. 

3* Martis, 18* Jacobi, Upon a-Report 
from a Committee appointed to conlider 
of a way of ſtaying Tryals againſt Mem- 
bers of che Houſe, That by ſeveral Pre- 
ſidents, the Cuſtom appeared/'to-be in 
ſuch Caſes, That on Motions and Ortlers 
in the Houſe, Letters were written to the 
Juſtices of Aſlize for ſtay of Tryals againſt 
Members of the Houſe ; which Letters 
were entred in the Journal Book, and 
that it belongeth to the Clerk-to write 
the ſame. It was thereupon reſolved, Thar 
the former courſe of writing Letters to 
the Juſtices of Aſlize , ſhould be held ac- 
cording to former Preſidents. 

10* funii, 1607. Sir Robert Johnſon a 
Member of the Hoyle moved for a Letter 
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to ſtay a Tryal againſt him in the Exche- 
quer, which was granted , as appeareth 
by the Entry on the 13® day, when a 
Petition of Sir Robert Brete was read 
againſt that Priviledge. The Priviledge 
formerly granted was affirmed, upon this 
Reaſon, That no man ſhould have any 
thing to withdraw him from his Service un 
the Houſe. The like 14* Feb. 18* Farobs. 

And ſo wuch this Priviledge hath been 
inſiſted on by the Houſe, that it hath been 
a Queſtion, Whether any Member of che 
Houſe could conſent that himſelf ſhould 
be ſued during the Sellion ; becaule the 
Priviledge is not the perſons ſo much: as 
the Houſes : And therefore , when any 
perſon hath been brought to the Bar for 
any Offence of this natyre , the Speaker 
hath uſually charged the perſon in the 
name of the whole Houle, as a breach of 
the Priviledge of the Houle. 

And when, 3. Iune, 1607. Sir Thomas 
Holcroft a Member of the Houſe, had oc- 
caſion to ſue at Law, and was ſued, with 
which he was content , and deſired the 
leave of the =ouſe, there was a Queſtion, 
whether the Houſe ſhould give leave tor 
a breach of Priviledge ; and it was refol- 
ved, T he Howſe might give leave. 


Ieries. 
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Turies. 


9% Maii, 1607. Sir Thomas Bizg and 
Sir Thomas Love, being returned upon an 
Artaint in the Kings Bench ; it being mo- 
ved, that in this Caſe they ought/to have 
Friviledge : it was fo ordered,and the Ser- 
jeant ſent wich his Mace, to deliver the 
pleaſure of the Houſe to the Secundary, 
the Court fitting. | 

22* Novemb. 1597. Sir John T racy, a 
Member of this Houſe, being at the Com- 
mon-Pleas Bar, ro be put upon a Jury, 
the Serjeant at Arms was preſently ſent 
with his Mace to fetch him thence, to at- 
trend his Service in the Houle. 


Commitment. 


\ April 12* Jacobi, Sir william Bampfield 
was committed by the Lord Chancellor 
for a Contempr, after the Writ of Sum- 
mons, but before the Election. Ordered 
upon the Queſtion, That he ſhall have his 
Priviledge by Writ of Habeas corpus. 


S heriff. 


1* Jacobs 2* Selſ. Sir John Peyton Knight 
for Cambridge , being returned the laſt 
Seſlton, 
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Seſlion, and ſince choſen Sheriff, Mr. 
Speaker :noved to know the pleaſure of 
the Houſe, Whether he ſhould attend his 
Service here : And it was reſolved upon 
the Queſtion in the Houſe , he ſhould at- 
rend his Service here. 


Priviledge to Servants. 


Priviledge was alſo granted to the Ser- 
vants of Members during the ſitting of 
Parliament. 

16* Febr. 5* Eliz. Robert Parker Ser 
vant to Sir Wiliam Woodhouſe Knight for 
Norfolk. , being attached in London, at 
the Suit of one Baker, in a Treſpaſs , had 
a Warrant of priviledge , notwithſtand- 
ing Judgement given againſt him for Four 
Marks. 

20® Febr. 18* Eliz. 1575. Upon the 

ueltion, and alſo upon Diviſion of the 
Houle, Edward Smaley Servant unto Ar- 
thur Hall Elq; one of the Burseſles for 
Grantham, being arreſted upon an Exe- 
cution, had Priviledge, 

16* Decembr. 44* Eliz. Anthony Cur- 
wen Servant to Hulliam Huddleſton Elq; 
one of the Knights of Cxmber/and, being 
arrelted upon a Capias ad [atfaciendum, 
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out of the Common-Pleas, for Six pounds 
Debt and Forty ſhillings Damages , and 
detained in Execution , a Swperſedeas was 
awarded, and he was delivered. 

11* Maii 19® Jacobs, The Underſheriff 
of Midaleſex was called to the Bar , for 
cauſing Alexander Melling Servant to the 
Chancellor of the Datchy ro be arreſted - 
he denied he knew him to be his Servant : 
Mr. Speaker let him know, the Houſe had 
ordered tiim to have Priviledge ; and 
therefore ordereth the Underſheriff co 
diſcharge him. 

2, Seſlton of the Parliament 1*® Tacobs, 
Sir Edward Sandys moveth a breach of 
Priviledge by Sir Robert Leigh a Juſtice of 
Peace, for committing his Coachman to 
Newgate : Sit-Robert Leigh was ſent for 
by the Serjeant, and an Habeas corpms for 
the priſoner. Sir Roberr Leigh being 
brought to the Bar , acknowledged his 
fault, and was diſcharged, and fo was the 
priſoner. 

3* Man, 1606. Valentine Syre Servant 
and Bag-bearer to the Clerk of the Com- 
mons Houfe, being arreſted upon an Exe- 
con, was by Order -and Judgement of 
the Houfe enlarged. 

7*-Sep.1601 .}/o0dl Servant of m_ 
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Cook_Efq; a Member of the Houſe, being 
arreſted , and in priſon in Newgate ; the 
Serjeant at Arms was preſently ſent to 
Newgate to bring him oo the Houle, ſc- 
dente Cxria; and being brought to the 
Bar with his Keeper, was diſcharged 
by Order of the Houſe from his faid 
Keeper, and from his Impriſonment. 

I.1utly,1607. 7ohn Paſmore the Marſhals 
man, being ſent for and brought to the 
Bar , for arreſting oh» lefſſop Waterman, 
Servant to Sir Henry Nev, a Member of 
the Houſe ; hedenied that he knew he was 
Sir Henry's Servant until afterwards; not» 
withſtanding, he took an Aſampſpee from 
him to anſwer the Action : The Houſe 
thought fir co commit him to the Serjeant 
till the Hodſe's pleaſure were further 
known, and till he bad diſcharged rhe 
Aſſampſit, and paid the Fees. 

17. {ane, 1609. Upon a Report of the 
Committee for Priviledges, That a menial 
Servant of Sir Robert Wroth was arrefted 
eight days before this Sefton ; the Serje- 
ant was ſent for the priſoner, and the Ser- 
zeant that madethe arreſt, one King who 
followed it\, and Fifker at whoſe Swt he 
was arreſted. | 
4* Tunis 19? Jacobi, Fahwſan a Servant 
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to Sir James Whitelock , a Member of tlie 
Commons Houſe, was arreſted upon an 
Execution by Moor and Lock , who be- 
ing told Sir [ames Whitclock was a Parka» 
ment man ; Fxtk , one of the proſecutors 
faid , He had known greater mens men 
then Sir James Whitclock taken from 
their Maſters heels in Parliament time. 
This appearing, Lock and Moor were cal- 
led in to the Bar, and by the Judgement 
of the Houſe they were ſentenced, 

I. That at the Bar they ſhould ask for- 
giveneſs. of the Houſe, and of Sir James 
Whitelock on their knees. 

2, That they ſhould both. ride upon 
one horſe bare-backed, back-to back, from 
Weſtminſter to the Exchange; with papers 
on their breaſts, and this Inſcription, For 
Arreſting a Servant of a Member of the 
Commons Houſe of Parliament : and this 


to be preſently done /edente Caria; which 


judgement was pronounced/byMr.Speaker 
againſt them at the Bar upon'their knees. 

28* Aprilts 22 Jacobi, A.'Warrant was 
Ordered to be iſſued by the Speaker , tor 


a Writ of Priviledge, to'bring up Andrew 


Bates Servant to Mr. Richard: Godfrey of 
the Houſe, in Execution with the Sherift 


of Kent, at the Suit of one Hynr. 


Goods. 


( 101 ) 
Goods. 


That the Members of this Houſe have 
alſo Priviledge for their Goods, is nor 
without ſome Preſident, 

12. March, 1606. Complaint was made 
by Mr. /ames, a Burgels of Parliament, 
That his horſe ftanding at his Inn, was 
raken by the Poſt-maſters ſeryant , both 
the Poſt-matter and his ſervant were ſent 
for, and brought to the Bar : Moreton 
the Polt-maſter appearing to be ignorant 
of what his ſervant had done, and dif- 
avowing it , was by Order of the Houſe 
diſcharged. But upon the teſtimony of a 
witneſs at the Bar , that he told the ſer- 
vant when he took the horſe, That a 
Member of Parliament was owner of it, 
the ſervant was committed, 


1n Adjournments. 


During the Adjournment , like Privi- 
ledge was granted and affirmed. 

In December , 1606. Thomas Finch a 
ſervant to Sir Nz;cholas Sandys Knight, 
one of the Burgeſles for Ouinboroygh, was 
arreſted during the Adjournment ; which 
being conceived to be a great Conem pt 
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£9 the Priviledge of the Houſe, an Habeas 
Corpus was awarded to bring him to the 
Houſe, and he was accordingly brought, 
and alſo one Knight , who procured the 
arreſt, and Harri/on the Yeoman. 

The excuſe was, Finch was an Attorney 
at Law, yet it being avowed by Sir Niche- 
las Sandys, that Finch lay in his houſe, ſo- 
licited his Cauſes, and received Wages 
from him ; and it being infifted on, that 
all menial and neceſſary ſervants are to be 
priviledged , and inſtance given of a Pre- 
fident of the Baron of palron*s Solicitor, 
and Hxdaleſtor's Solicitor , inthe time of 
Queen Elizabeth: upon the Queſtion, 
Finch was priviledged , and delivered ac- 
cording to the ſaid Preſidents. 

During that Adjournment , a Suit was 
proſecuted in the Court of Wards againſt 
Nicholas Potts Eſq, and Francis wethered 
Gent. Committees of a Ward which cor: 
cerned Mr. Nicholas Davyes, ſervant to 
the then Speaker , as Ailignee of the 
Ward. The Speaker by virtue of a former 
general Order of the Houſe, wrote a Let- 
ter to Sir Cxthbert Pepper Surveyor of 
the Court of Wards and Liveries,to make 
known to the Court, That the ſaid Davyes 
was one of his Clerks, and neareſt Ser- 

Vantrs, 
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vants, and the Priviledge now as warrant- 
able as in time of firing ; and there- 
fore prayed him and the Court to take 
notice of it. 

During another Adjournment in {arch 
following, the Speaker warranted by the 
like general Oxder , at the delire of Six 
Edmund Ludlow , who was ſummoned to 
attend the Execution of a Commiſhion our 
the Chancery,wrote a Letter to the Come 
miſſioners to excuſe his attendance , and 
that he ſhould not be prejudiced by his 
abſence. 

In 4ay,1607.during an Adjournment, 
the Speaker directed a Letter to the Lord 
Preſident and Council at Tork,, to ſtay 
Proceedings in a Suit againſt Talbot Bowes 
a Member of this Houle. 


Privileage, as well before as after 
the Parliament. 


The great Queſtion is, within what time 
this Priviledge may be claimed before,and 
' after the ſicting of the Parhament. It is 
clear , it hath been claimed and allowed 
for ſome time before, and after the fit- 
ting. One Preſident may ſerye , becauſe 
it is famous, and for the proceedings 1n it 
inſtar omninum. 
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1? Jacobi, The firit day of ſitting, com- 
plaint was made, That Sir Thomas Shirley 
choſen a Member of the Houſe, was ar- 
reſted four days before the ſitting of this 
Parliament ; a Warrant iſſued to the 
Clerk of the Crown for a Habeas corpus, 
to bring him tothe Houſe, being then pri- 
ſoner in the Fleet ,, and the Serjeant and 
his Yeoman were ſent for in cuſtody, who 
being brought to the Bar, and confeſling 
their fault, were remitted for that time : 
The Writ being not executed, the Houſe 
fell again into Debate touching the Pri- 
viledge , and how the Debt to the party 
might be ſatisfied, becauſe the Debt was 
Sone if the party were delivered ; and 
thereupon came to three Queſtions, 

1, Whether Sir Thomas Shirley ſhall 
have Priviledge. 

2. Whether preſently, or to be defer- 
red till further Order. 

3. Whether the Houſe ſhouſd be pe- 
titioners to the King , according to for- 
mer Preſidents, for ſome courſe, for ſecu- 
ring the Debt to the party, and ſaving 
harmleſs the Warden of the Fleer, All 
which Queſtions were reſolvedin the At- 
firmative, and a Bill drawn to ſecure 
Simpſons Debt, &c, which alſo produced 

a Bill 
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a Bill for relief ot Plaintiffs in Writs of 
Execution, where the Defendants in ſuch 
Writs are arreſted , and fer at liberty by 
Priviledge of Parliament, 

17. eApril, Upon hearing Council in 
the Houſe at the Bar, tor Sir Thomas 
Shirley and the Warden of the Fl-er; and 
upon ſhewing divers Preſidents, 39. Hey. 
6. one Clark taken in Execution before 
the Parliament begun, was priviledged. 
30. Hen. 6. Ferrers Caſe in Hollinzsheads 
Chronicle ; the Caſe of Huddl:ftoz#s fer- 
vant before remembred , this being ad- 
ded, that his Body was freed , bur his 
Lands and Goods left ſubjeR. Ir was Or- 
dered, That Simpſon at whoſe Suit, and 
the Serjeant by whom the arreſt was 
made, ſhould be commitced to the 
Tower. 

4. May following, an Habeas corpus 
was awarded to the Warden, to bring Sir 
T homas Shirley to the Houſe ; the War- 
den denied to execute it, for which 7. ay 
following , he was ſent for by the Serje- 
ant, and brought ro the Bar , who deny- 
ing to bring his priſoner , a new Writ of 
Habeas corpus was awarded,and the War» 
den was committed to the Serjeant, with 
this, That if that Writ were not executed, 
then 
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then be ſhould be delivered over to the 
Lieutenant of the Tower, as the Houſe's 
priſoner. 

8. May, The Serjeant was ſent with 
his Mace to the Fleer, the Houſe fitting, 
to require the Body of Sir Thomas Shir- 
ley, being direRted by the Houſe to purſue 
the Preiident of Ferrers , hes Ar in 
Hoellingshead*s Chronicle, and ia the Book 
of Juriſdiction of Courts by Crompror : 
but the Serjeant being denied, a Warrant 
was made to the Serjeant, to deliver the 
Warden of the F/eer to the Lieutenant of 
the Tower, to be kept cloſe priſoner. 

11. May, The Warden was again ſent 
for, and brought to the Bar, and refuſing 
to deliver up his priſoner, he was commit- 
ted to the place called rhe Dungeon, or 
Little-eaſe, in the Tower. 

14. May, A new Warrant was order- 
cd for a new Writ of Habeas corpus, and 
that the Serjeant ſhould go with the 
Writ, that the Warden ſhould be broughc 
to the Door of the F{eer by the Lieute- 
nant himſelf; and there the Writ to be 
delivered to him, and the Commandment 
of the Houſe to be made known to him 
by the Serjeant, for the executing of it. 
Thar in the mean time, the Warden to be 
preſently 
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preſently commitred to the Dungeon, and 
after to be returned thither again. 

15. May, The Warden did deliver Sir 
T homas Shirlcy, and fo was not put into 
the Dungeon. 

19. May, He attending at the door, 
was brought in to the Bar , where, upon 
his knees, confeſtling his error and pre- 
ſumprion, and profeiling he was unfained. 
ly ſorry he had ſo offended this Honor- 
able Houſe ; Upon that ſubmiſtion, by di- 
reftion of the Houſe , the Speaker pro» 
nounced his pardon and diſcharge, pay» 
ing ordinary Fees to the Clerk and the 
Serjeant. | 

That this Priviledge doth take place 
by force of the Election, and that before 
the Return be made, appears by the pro- 
ceeding inthe Caſe tollowing. 

19. November, 1601. Upon Informa» 
tion to the Houſe, that one Roger Baſtor 
Servant unto Lan#on, Baron of 
Walton, who (upon credible report of di- 
vers Members of the Houſe, was affirmed 
to be choſen a Burgeſs for the Borough 
of Newton in Lancaſhire, but nor yet re- 
turned by the Clerk of che Crown) had 
been during that Seſlion of Parhament 
arreſted in Loxden, at the Suir of one 
Maſcle 5 
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Muſtle , the ſaid Muſcle, together with 
the Officer that made the arrelt, were ſent 
for by the Serjeant , and brought to the 
Bar ;"and there charged by Mr. Speaker, 
in the name of the whole Houſe , with 
their Offence herein : and having. been 
heard, Baſton was ordered to have Privir 
ledge, and to be diſcharged of his Arreſt 
and Impriſonment, and the Offenders for 
three days committed to the Serjeant ; 
and ordered to pay ſuch Charges to Ba- 
ſton, as the Speaker ſhall ſer down, and 
cheir Fees. | 


For how loag time befure, and after 
the Parliament. 


3y theſe Inſtances , as alſo by Clarks 
Caſe, 39. Hen. 6. and the Caſe of Sir Ro- 
bert Wroths Servant before recited, it ap- 
peareth ,” That Priviledge doth take place 
betore the Parliament begin , but for 
what time is the Queſtion : what appears 
by the Journal Book tending to clear it, 
is thus. 

6. March, 1586. This day william 
white brought to the Bar , for arreſting 
. Mr. Martiz a Member of the Houſe, 
made anſwer, That the arreſt was above 

fourteen 
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fourteen days betore the begitning of the 
Parliament : the Houſe thereupon ap- 
pointed a Committee to ſearch the Pre- 
{1dents. 

Upon Report made, that Mr. Afartin 
was arreſted above twenty days of the be- 
Sinnins of the Parliament, held by proro- 
cation ; and upon Debate, the Houle be- 
ing divided in opinion about the Pri- 
viledge ; for the ending the Buſineſs, 
three Queſtions were propounded by the 
Speaker. 

1. Whether the Houſe would limit a 
time Certain , or a Reaſonable time, to 
any Member of the Houle for his Privt- 
ledge ? 

The Houſe anſwered, 4 Convent- 
ent time. | 

2, Whether Mr. Martin was arreſted 
within this Convenient time ? 

The Houſe anſwered, Tea. 

3. It White ſhould be puniſhed tor 
arreſting Mr. Martin ? 

The Houſe anſwered, No. And the rea- 
{on is given, Becauſe the arreſt was twen- 
ty days before the beginhing of the-Par- 
liament, and the Creditors did not know 
what ſhould be taken for a Reaſonable 
time, | 
24. April, 
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24. April, 1640. It was this day ſaid 
in the Houſe, and not contradicted, That 
every Member of the Houſe bach Privi- 
ledge for Sixteen days exclyſive, and Fif- 
teen days zcluſive, before, and after eve- 
ry Parliament. 

The like mention is made in ſeveral 
Parliaments, by Members in Debate. 


How Obtained. 


For the maner of Obtaining this Privi- 
ledge, 22. March 18. Fac. It was reſol- 
ved, That no protection under any mans 
Hand of this Houle is good. 

22, Febr. 6. Edw. 6. Itis Ordered, If 
any Burgeſs require Priviledge for himſelf 
or his ſervant, upon declaration thereof 
to the Speaker , he ſhould have a War- 
rant ſigned by Mr. Speaker to obtain 
the Writ. 

22, Febr. 18, Eliz. Aug. 1575. Are- 
port was made by the Attorney of the 
Datchy from a Committee, for delivery 
of Smaley, a ſervant to Arthur Hall, be- 
fore mentioned, That they found no Pre- 
fident, for ſerting ar large by the Mace 
any perſon in arreſt , bur onely by Writ. 
And ghat by divers Preſidents of Record 
peruſed | 
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perufed by them, ir appears , That every 
Knight,Citizen, or Burgeſs of this Houſe, 
which doth require Priviledge, hath uſed 
in that Caſe, to take a Corporal Oath be- 
fore the Lord Chancellor or Lord Keeper, 
That the party for whom ſuch Writ is 
prayed , came up with him, and was his 
Servant at the time of the arreſt made. 
But on the 27. Feby. after ſundry Rea- 
ſons, Arguments, and Diſpurations in the 
Houſe, It was refolved , That the faid 
Smaley ſhould be brought the next day 
ro the Bar by the Serjeant , and fo fer ar 
Liberty by warrant of the Mace, and not 
by Writ. 

According to which reſolution , the 
next day Smaley was brought to the Bar 
inthe Houſe by the Serjeant, accompani- 
ed with two Serjeants of London, and was 
preſently delivered from his Imprifon= 
ment and Execution , according to the 
former Judgement of this Houſe , and 
the faid Serjeants diſcharged of therr faid 
priſoner. 

2. March, 1592. Upon a Report from 
the Committee of Priviledges and Ele&t>- 
ons, That one Mr. Firzherbert was re- 
turned a Burgefs, and 'excepred againſt, 
becauſe he was alledged to be om-lawed, 


and 
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and detained upon ſuch Outlawry : the 
Houſe Ordered, That Mr. Speaker ſhould 
move the Lord Keeper for an Habeas 
corpus cum cauſa , to bring up the Body 
and Cauſe of Mr. Fitzherbert. 

Bur the next day Sir Henry Knvet en- 
tring into a diſcourſe, touching the Privi- 
ledges of the Houſe of ancieat times, uſed 
and-accuſtomed for the conventing of any 
perſons into this Court, declared his opi- 
nion, That Mr. Firzherbert was rather to 
be called to appear in this Houſe, by the 
Serjeants Mace of this Houſe, then any 
Writ of the Chancery, and quoted a Caſe 
of George Ferrers, but was put inremem- 
brance by Mr. Speaker , That the maner 
for bringing Mr.Fitzherbert had .ecerved 
the Order of the Houſe yeſterday , and 
was therefore now, neither to be recalled, 
nor further treated of by this Houſe, till 
the Appearance of the faid Mr. Fitzher- 
bezt be firſt made in this Houſe , accord- 
ing to the faid former Order tor the 
ſame. 

...Onthe 7®* of the ſame Moneth , The 
Houſe ;being acquainted by Sir Edward 
Hobby, that the Lord Keeper having been 
moyed for a Writ of Habeas Corpus Cum 
caxſa, tor Mr. Fitzherbert, his Lordſhip 
thought 
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thought it beſt, in regard of the ancient 
Liberties and Priviledges of this Houſe, 
That the Serjeant at Arms be ſent, by 
Order of this Houſe, for the ſaid Mr. Firz- 
herbert, at his own charge ; by reaſon 
whereof he may be brought hither to the 
Houſe, without peril of further being ar- 
reſted by the way : which was alfo ap- 
proved of. 


Tnjuries offered to the Members and 
their Servants, during the Seſſion , have 
been uſually puniſhed by the Houſe, up- 
on complaint. 

29? Febr. 1575. One Williams, for a(- 
ſaulting a Burgeſs of this Houſe, was up- 
on complaint, ſent for by the Serjeant, 
and brought to the Bar, and committed 
to the Serjeants Ward. 

23* April. 1* Marie, One Monington, 
for ſtriking Y/illiam Johnſon a Burgels, was 
ſent for, and confeſling it, was committed 
co the Tower. 

28* Nov. 1601. Complaint being made 
by Mr. Fleetwood a Member of the Houſe, 
That one Holand a Scrivener , and one 
Brooks his ſervant, had evil intreated and 
beaten the ſervant of the ſaid Mr. Fleet- 
wood in his preſence , they wert both ſent 
for 
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for by the Serjeant, and brought to the 
Bar ; and for the ſaid Offence, committed 
for five days to the Serjeant. 

12* Febr. 18* facobi, Mr. Lovell a 
Member of the Houſe, informed, that one 
Daryel! threatned his perſon , That for a 
Speech ſpoken by him in the Houſe , he | 
ſhould be ſent to the Tower during the | 
Parliament , or preſently after : Daryel/l 
was ſent for by the Serjeant, to anſwer it 
to the Houſe, and upon teſtimony of it, | 
he was committed to the Serjeant till 
Thurſday following, and then to acknow- 
ledge his fault, or to be committed to 
the Tower. | 

16. Tune, 1604. Complaint being made 
of one Tho: Rogers, a Currier dwelling in 
Colemarſtreet, for abuſing Sir John Savill 
in ſlanderous and unſeemly terms, upon 
his proceedings,as a Committee,in the Bill 
touching Tanners, &c. he was ſent for by 
the Serjeant at Arms to the Bar, to an- 
ſwer his offence. 
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CH AP. XVI. 


Amendment of Returns, 


18* TAceobs, The Sheriff of Leiceſter- 

ſhire having returned Sir Thomas 
Beaumont ; upon Report from rhe Com- 
mittee for Elections, That Sir George Ha- 
ſtings was duly choſen , the Sheriff was 
ordered to return Sir George Haſtings tO 
the Clerk of the Crown, and he to accept 
it, and file it. 

21* Jacobs, Upon Report from the 
Committee of Priviledges , That in the 
Election of Mr. oh» Maynard tor Chip- 
pingham ,, Mr. Iohn Maynard was cholen, 
but by a miſtake, Char/s was afterward 
written in ſtead of ohn. It was reſolved, 
The Return ſhould be amended withour 
a new Writ, and the Queſtion being, 
who ſhould amend ic: Refolved, The 
Bayliff ſhould do it, and nor the Clerk of 
the Crown, and that it ſhould be ſent 
down to the Bayliff in the Countrey, and 
he to return 1--4n Maynard Eſq; the firit 
Burgels. 

1* Febr. 1640. It being Reſolved, That 
the Election of Mr. Er/e for one of the 

H 2 Burgeſles 
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Burgeſles of /areham,is a good EleRion, 
It was Ordered, That the Officer,that was 
rhe Officer when the Return was made, 
or his Deputy , or the EleRors, ſhould 
amend the Return. But the next day it 
was Ordered , That Edward Harbin, the 
late Mayor of Yarehaw's Deputy, ſhould 
come to the Bar of the Houſe, and amend 
the Return, 

20? Feby, 1640. The Bayliff of 1:d- 
harſt in Suſſex came to the Bar, (bein 
ſent for by Order of the Houle ) a 
amended one of the Indentures of Return 
of Burgeſles for that Town, and the other 
was taken oft the File. 
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